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YOUR OPTIONS AT 16+

All S4/5 pupils will have to make decisions about what they are going to do at the end of the school year.  The options are:

· Return to school for S5/S6

· Go to college

· Go into employment or training (only applies to those, whose 16th birthday falls before the end of September)
It is important to think about these options now, as some important decisions will have to be made in the next few weeks.

The chart below shows what happened to Queen Anne pupils in 2010/2011.

QUEEN ANNE HIGH SCHOOL DESTINATIONS!!!!!
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COLLEGE
Carnegie College, Adam Smith College and Elmwood College Cupar, offer a variety courses. These are also offered by FE colleges in other regions. Entry to some of these courses require Highers or Standard Grades but for some courses qualifications are not essential and what is much more important is enthusiasm and the desire to learn.

College courses are normally vocational and will provide students with the necessary skills and knowledge for a particular career area.
Reasons for Going to college

1. This may offer you the most appropriate course.

2. You may have had enough of academic studies and feel you wish to train for a particular career. It might suit you better than the more general or academic studies, which are offered in 5th year at school.

3. The opportunity to start training for a career at 16 might well appeal to you and encourage you to put increased effort into your work.

4. You will be part of a group of students with similar career interests.

5. Being in an adult community you are given much more personal freedom as regards appearance and organisation of study than is normal at school. 

Points to consider

1.
Embarking on a college course is a major career step so make sure you consider it carefully.

2.
You will have more freedom at college but the flipside is that you will be expected to take more responsibility for yourself - maintain a good attendance record, seek help if problems arise and complete the work required on time. 

3.
It is also possible, of course, to attend college on a day- or block- release basis. Normally this type of student is a Skillseeker or apprentice whose employer has arranged the college attendance on behalf of the young person.

EMPLOYMENT
Only 13% of pupils went directly into employment and this included all types of employment for

example jobs in shops, offices, banks and all apprenticeships.  Demand far outstrips supply as far as

apprenticeships are concerned and for construction and engineering good Standard Grades/Highers

are required.  Maths and science or technical subjects are particularly important.
TRAINING
Training can help young people’s self confidence and motivation.  Young people taking part in the programme get the chance to try out work placements.  The programme also helps plug and gaps in basic skills.

UNIVERSITY
It is rare for pupils to go to university direct from S5.  Anyone considering this should consult their Careers Advisor and Guidance teacher as soon as possible.
RETURNING TO SCHOOL FOR A FURTHER YEAR’S STUDY

So you have decided to return to school.  In session 2012/13 Queen Anne High School will be offering a mixture of National Qualifications courses at Intermediate, Higher and Advanced Higher level.  National Qualifications all require that a number of internal assessments are successfully completed in order to be able to sit the external exam.

In the following pages you will find advice and details of these courses.  You will also be given a course choice sheet for the coming session.  This will be completed at your Guidance interview on course choice for next year.  Please ensure that you and your parent/guardian sign the choice sheet if you are staying on at Q.A.H.S.  The school will try to offer as many courses as possible but courses will only run where there are viable numbers.  Also some course may only be available in bi-level classes.

 Before finally deciding to continue with a school career, be sure that you are able to meet the responsibilities this will bring.

The following points should be made clear to avoid any misconceptions.  

1. While every effort is made to provide all courses given in the Course Choice Sheet we cannot, in some circumstances guarantee every course will run due to changes in school circumstances.

2. You must choose 5 subjects.  Only those S6 pupils undertaking with a particularly demanding course eg 3 Advanced Higher will be able to opt for a study column.  However we are unable to guarantee that al your choices will be available but we will try our best.

3. College can offer more flexibility than school for those pupils who are reluctant to follow 5 courses.
4. All Higher courses are 6 periods.  However all pupils are reminded that each Higher course will also require a significant amount of homework/classwork to be completed at home.

5. When given study periods it is very important that you use the locations allocated.  In exceptional circumstances this can be changed in consultation with your Guidance Teacher.

6. Any changes to the timetable must be made by the end of August at the latest and must be done in consultation with parents, Guidance staff and class teacher.

7. It is the students responsibility to notify their Guidance teacher immediately if there are any errors or changes required to their timetable.

Although it is occasionally necessary for families to arrange holidays outwith the school holidays, it must be pointed out that, in the senior school in particular, taking holidays during term time can have serious implications.  The copying up of notes is no substitute for lessons and a one or two-week absence may leave a student out of touch with the course since at senior level courses progress at a very fast rate.  The school’s recommendation is not to take holidays during term time.

CHOOSING YOUR COURSE

Any pupil intending to go to university should read the section entitled Higher Education.  It is important to remember that for certain courses and universities, four or five quality Higher Grade passes are required in one sitting to gain admission.

a) 
Look at your reports and recommendations; then decide on the essential Advanced Higher/ Higher/Intermediate commitments you must make in S5/6.

b) Bear in mind what your priorities are in this, a vital year.  Don’t follow the fashion!  Make your own decision about what is right, suitable and within your capabilities.  Do not commit yourself to a subject then attempt to withdraw during its course due to other academic pressures.  In doing so, you may have deprived someone else of a much-desired place in this class.  Be an individual, be a responsible individual.

c)
Now complete your column choices.  Please remember your parent/guardian must sign your choice sheet.

d)
Your Guidance Teacher will call you for an interview soon after your Report has been issued, to discuss your choice of subjects for next session.

e) Remember that it may be necessary to renegotiate part of your course if your results are different from what you anticipate.
f) UCAS Tarrif – this will help you when deciding on what level you wish to study at.  Please note that most universities require 4 Highers in one sitting.  A minimum of 260 points is usually required for entry to some universities – many course require more
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CHRISTMAS LEAVERS

If you are 16 years old between 1 March and 30 September, you are eligible to leave school on 31 May.  If you are 16 years old between 1 October and 28 February, you may leave at Christmas.  If you have passed your leaving date then obviously you may leave at any point during the school year, but you should consider this carefully with your Guidance teacher’s advice.  Whenever you leave school, you must complete a leaver’s form obtainable from your Depute Rector.

PREPARING FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

Points to consider
· In the Careers Library (Chemistry corridor) you will find valuable information about university and college courses. 

· To be sure of gaining admission to the course of your choice you may need to gain relevant work experience. This is particularly true for those intending to apply for popular vocational courses e.g. medicine, veterinary medicine, physiotherapy, journalism, primary teaching. Building up this bank of experience takes time so you need to start now.  If you are trying to arrange work experience, remember that employers are busy people – it can take a long time to arrange even a week’s work experience. 

· The QAHS Careers Convention is on Thursday 1st March. This is a must for anyone thinking of Higher Education as representatives from most Scottish Universities and several colleges will be there.                    

· In addition Skills Development Scotland organise an Education Convention in Glenrothes in September, which is attended by most Scottish Universities and colleges as well as some from south of the border.

· Once you have done some basic research, it is a good idea to attend the Open Days of those institutions that you are seriously considering.  This should be done during evening sessions whenever possible.
HIGHER EDUCATION - APPLYING TO UNIVERSITY
ANY PUPIL APPLYING TO OXFORD OR CAMBRIDGE SHOULD SEE THEIR GUIDANCE TEACHER AND THE DEPUTE RECTOR AT THE VERY START OF THEIR SIXTH YEAR.

You will begin the process of applying to UCAS at the beginning of your Sixth Year (or, in exceptional circumstances, in Fifth Year) and you should return to school in August with good ideas of what you intend to do.  Those who are unsure should make use of the support offered by their Guidance teacher and the Careers Advisers in school.

All senior pupils will be allocated to a PSE class and the time between August and mid-October will be devoted to UCAS or College application for those who intend to apply. 

UCAS applications are online, a UCAS Handbook and a guide to the applications process that you should work through both in PSE and at home. ‘Request for Information’ sheets will be prepared, requiring details of the course you intend to apply for, and then distributed by you to your S5 and S6 teachers.  Deadlines will be issued for the return of these information sheets and you must give your teachers time to complete them by the due date.

The details on your application form must be accurately completed and help will be given in PSE and by your Guidance teacher.  You will be expected to compile a detailed personal statement that is an integral part of the application.  Senior pupils find this the most difficult part of the process but help is available. Speak to your guidance teacher or request an appointment with a careers adviser.

The closing date for UCAS applications is 15 December.  EARLY APPLICATION IS AN ADVANTAGE AND QUEEN ANNE PUPILS ARE EXPECTED TO HAVE THEIR UCAS APPLICATIONS DRAFTED AND WITH THEIR GUIDANCE TEACHERS BY OCTOBER.  The reference written by your Guidance teacher takes time and will be written on receipt of all other information submitted by you and your teachers.  Your ability to meet deadlines set is essential.

Your Guidance teacher will require from you:

1. A list of teachers who have been asked to complete a ‘Request for Information’ form on your behalf.

2. Once you have completed your UCAS application on line you should consult with your Guidance Teacher. 

APPLYING FOR HNC/Ds

Some universities offer HND courses and application is also through UCAS (see above). However, most people who study for HNC/Ds will study at one of the colleges in Fife (Carnegie College or Elmwood College in Cupar) or a similar college in another region. Application for these HNC/Ds is direct to the college and, although there is no closing date, early application is advisable as popular courses get filled up quickly.

APPLYING TO THE SCOTTISH ART COLLEGES 

Applying to Art Schools in Scotland has changed recently and has several new procedures that are different for Edinburgh college of Art, the Glasgow School of Art, Duncan of Jordanstone College (Dundee University), Gray’s School of Art (The Robert Gordon University) and the Scottish College of Textiles in Galashiels.  Ask for specific advice on application procedure and portfolio content from the principal Teachr in Art and Design with further information available on each art school’s website.
HOW CAN YOUR CAREERS ADVISER HELP?

As with any major decision, arming yourself with the right information will help make the decision easier. This is particularly true when considering your next career step, as you are doing now.

The internet is now the major source of careers information.  Useful sites are:

www.careers-scotland.org.uk
www.sds.co.uk
www.planitplus.net
www.ucas.com
Check which subjects and grades you need for a particular career.

· Obtain details about a wide range of jobs and courses.

· Find out about sponsorship, bursaries and loans.

· Get inspiration if you are looking for career ideas.
If you would like to discuss your plans, contact either John McDonald or Barbara Austwick – the school careers advisers. Interview request forms are available in the careers library and an appointment can be arranged within a short time. Alternatively you could come along to the drop-in sessions in the careers library on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes. You are also welcome to telephone the Opportunity Centre, East Port, Dunfermline - Tel 602378 to speak to your careers adviser.

The Education Maintenance Allowance 

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is a scheme offering financial help to young people staying on at school beyond their statutory school leaving date.  Eligible pupils may receive up to £30 a week depending on household income.  This is a government initiative which is currently being reviewed.  The EMA requires the pupil to meet agreed targets of attendance, attainment and application.  Failure to meet these targets would result in no payment being received.  Application forms are normally available from th school office by the end of August.
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	Course Title -
Art and Design

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be expected to have attained a grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade.  Students achieving grades 3 or 4 are likely to follow a similar course at Intermediate 2 level.



	Aims of Course
The aims of the course are to promote creative thinking, innovation and problem solving.  Work in Expressive and Design units offers opportunities to develop technological capability, work in 2 and 3-dimensions and communicate a solution and individual response to a task.



	Course Content

A full course comprises 3 units.  Pupils produce work in EXPRESSIVE activity, DESIGN activity and ART AND DESIGN STUDIES.

In EXPRESSIVE work, units are offered in PORTRAIT, FIGURE COMPOSITION, STILL LIFE and BUILT ENVIRONMENT.

In DESIGN work, units are offered in TEXTILE and JEWELLERY design as well as GRAPHICS and CERAMICS.

Work in ART AND DESIGN STUDIES will link directly with practical work, enhance it and prepare pupils for an external exam.  Pupils will study the working methods and approaches of contemporary artists and designers as well as understanding historical contexts.



	Equipment, etc. used

Within these units are many opportunities to work with a wide range of media, such as computer, clay, batik, wood/metal, photography, fabric, stitched textiles and various printing media.

Pupils are expected to use: video, source books, library, CD Rom and the Internet for research work in Art and Design Studies.



	Homework

Homework tasks are structured with direct links to the content of the course.  However, pupils are expected to keep a sketchbook, continually building this up with visual and written material, especially as more individual lines of enquiry develop throughout the course.



	Assessment

Units are assessed internally at various stages.  Course reviews involve pupil self-evaluations as well as formal teacher assessment.

A practical authentication exercise will be assessed externally but in conjunction with course work.  An externally assessed written exam will also overlap themes and contexts previously dealt with as part of course work in Art & Design Studies. 

To receive an SQA Certificate showing a Course Award a pupil must pass the unit assessments as well as the course examination.



	Progression

a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  



Th
e core skill of problem solving is embedded in course work in Art & Design.  Further study is offered in Advanced Higher Studies.

(ii)
Further/Higher Education:


The course prepares pupils well for progression to Higher Education in Art & Design, Architecture and applied Arts.

b)
Career


The problem-solving aspect in Art & Design is a good preparation for life and helps the development of the creative thinker, who may follow a career in Architecture, Graphic Design, Fashion, Textiles, Photography to name but a few.



	Other

Every opportunity will be taken during a course to relate work to the reality of contemporary situations in Art & Design.  This will take the form of gallery visits, workshops, visits by external speakers and practitioners and collaborative projects.

Within the LIFELINES initiative (projects undertaken by the 5 local Secondary Schools) pupils may attend the Life Drawing classes held during evening sessions taken in each of the schools involved.

Pupils will begin the course with a series of Workshops to kick-start the creative process; these will include a Beach Art Trip for all Seniors (taking Photographs, Sketching and building Sculptures), and a selection from Printmaking, Jewellery, Textiles, Clay-work and Sculpture. Skills and experiences from these Workshops will be used when the Practical SQA Units commence mid September.




	Course Title - 
Art and Design

Course Level -
Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be expected to have attained a Grade 3 or 4 at Standard Grade.

	Aims of Course
The aims of the course are to promote creative thinking, innovation and problem solving.  Work in Expressive and Design units offers opportunities to develop technological capability and communicate a solution and individual response to a task.

	Course Content
A full course comprises 3 units.  Pupils produce work in EXPRESSIVE activity, DESIGN activity and ART AND DESIGN STUDIES.

In EXPRESSIVE work, units are offered in PORTRAIT, FIGURE COMPOSITION, STILL LIFE and BUILT ENVIRONMENT.

In DESIGN work, units are offered in TEXTILE and JEWELLERY design as well as GRAPHICS and CERAMICS.

Work in ART AND DESIGN STUDIES will link directly with practical work, enhance it and prepare pupils for an external exam.  Pupils will study the working methods and approaches of contemporary artists and designers as well as understanding historical contexts.

	Equipment, etc. used
Opportunities will be offered to work with a range of materials and techniques such as: computer, clay, batik, working with wood/metal, photography, fabric, stitched textiles and printing media. Work in two and three dimensions will be part of all courses.

	Homework

Various structured homework tasks will be set and may take the form of reading, note-taking and completion of directed written tasks.  Of equal importance is the individual and very personal research of a theme which may contribute to a sketchbook of collected resources, sketches and ideas.

	Assessment
Units are assessed internally at various stages.  Course reviews involve pupil self-evaluation as well as formal teacher assessment.

A practical authentication exercise will be assessed externally but in conjunction with course work.

An externally assessed written exam will also overlap themes and contexts previously dealt with as part of course work in Art and Design studies.

To receive an SQA Certificate showing a course award a pupil must pass the unit assessments as well as the course examination.

	Progression
The core skill of Problem Solving is embedded in course work in Art and Design.

For pupils who successfully complete Intermediate 2 there is the opportunity to sit the Higher Art and Design course in Sixth Year.

	Other
Every opportunity will be taken during a course to relate work to the reality of contemporary situations in Art and Design.  This will take the form of gallery visits, workshops, visits by external speakers and practitioners and collaborative projects.

Pupils will begin the course with a series of Workshops to kick-start the creative process; these will include a Beach Art Trip for all Seniors (taking Photographs, Sketching and building Sculptures), and a selection from Printmaking, Jewellery, Textiles, Clay-work and Sculpture. Skills and experiences from these Workshops will be used when the Practical SQA Units commence mid September.


	Course Title - 
Art and Design

Course Level -
Intermediate 1

	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be expected to have attained a grade 5 or 6 at Standard Grade.

	Aims of Course
The aims of the course are to promote creative thinking, innovation and problem solving.  Work in expressive and design units offers opportunities to develop technological capability and communicate a solution and individual response to a task.

	Course Content
A full course comprises 3 units.  Pupils produce work in EXPRESSIVE activity, DESIGN activity and ART AND DESIGN STUDIES.

In EXPRESSIVE work, units are offered in PORTRAIT, FIGURE COMPOSITION, STILL LIFE and BUILT ENVIRONMENT.

In DESIGN work, units are offered in TEXTILE and JEWELLERY design as well as GRAPHICS and CERAMICS.

Work in ART AND DESIGN STUDIES will link directly with practical work, enhance it and prepare pupils for an external exam.  Pupils will study the working methods and approaches of contemporary artists and designers as well as understanding historical contexts.

	Equipment, etc. used
Opportunities will be offered to work with a wide range of materials and techniques including: computer, clay, batik, working with wood/metal, photography, fabric, stitched textiles and printing media. Work in two and three dimensions will be part of all courses.

	Homework
Homework tasks will be set and linked to the content of the course.  This will be structured and directed.  Pupils are advised to collect resources which may contribute to a sketchbook showing personal sketches, ideas, and the gathered visual resources.

	Assessment
Units are internally assessed at various stages.  Course reviews involve pupil self-evaluations as well as formal teacher assessment.  A practical authentication exercise will be assessed externally but in conjunction with course work.

One of the two art and design studies summaries (200-300 words) will be submitted for external assessment.

To receive an SQA certificate showing a course award a pupil must pass the unit assessments as well as the course exercise.

	Progression
a) Curriculum  (i) School – the core skill of problem solving is embedded in course work in art and design.

For pupils who successfully complete Intermediate 1 there is the opportunity to sit Intermediate 2 in Sixth Year.

	Other
Every opportunity will be taken during a course to relate work to the reality of contemporary situations in Art and Design.  This will take the form of gallery visits, workshops, visits by external speakers and practitioners and collaborative projects.

Pupils will begin the course with a series of Workshops to kick-start the creative process; these will include a Beach Art Trip for all Seniors (taking Photographs, Sketching and building Sculptures), and a selection from Printmaking, Jewellery, Textiles, Clay-work and Sculpture. Skills and experiences from these Workshops will be used when the Practical SQA Units commence mid September.


	Course Title - 
Art and Design

Course Level -
Advanced Higher Art and Design Enquiry

	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be expected to have attained an A or B pass at Higher.

	Aims of Course
To encourage self-reliance, initiative, creativity and problem-solving.

To develop personal opinions or imagery.

To take responsibility for determining the content of the study and to demonstrate personal involvement and commitment to the chosen subject.

	Course Content
This course is made up of one mandatory and 2 optional units: Expressive linked to either design or Art and Design Studies: Design.

Whichever combination is chosen, the enquiry should be undertaken as personal research, interpretation and response of a sustained nature and should have potential for extended study in depth.

	Equipment, etc. used
Opportunities will be offered to work with a very wide range of materials and techniques including: Computer, Clay Batik, working with Wood/Metal, Photography, Fabric, Stitched Textiles and Printing Media.

Work in two and three Dimensions will be part of the Art and Design Enquiry, whether, Design or Expressive based.

For Art and Design - Research and Appreciation, videos, source books, Internet, CD Rom will be used.

	Homework
The depth and extent of the pupil’s involvement will determine both the amount and type of work undertaken outside school hours.  A personal research file, building up throughout the session, should reflect the personal interests, ideas and developments.

	Assessment
Units are assessed internally at various stages.  Course reviews involve pupil self-evaluations as well as formal teacher assessment.

The units (one mandatory and one optional) will be externally assessed as the coherent body of course work.

	Progression

Further/Higher Education:

The course prepares pupils well for progression to Higher Education in Art & Design, Architecture and applied Arts.

Career:

The problem-solving aspect in Art & Design is a good preparation for life and helps the development of the creative thinker, who may follow a career in Architecture, Graphic Design, Fashion, Textiles, Photography to name but a few.

	Other

Every opportunity will be taken during a course to relate work to the reality of contemporary situations in Art & Design.  This will take the form of gallery visits, workshops, visits by external speakers and practitioners and collaborative projects.

Within the LIFELINES initiative (projects undertaken by the 5 local Secondary Schools) pupils may attend the Life Drawing classes held during evening sessions taken in each of the schools involved.

The Advanced Higher Art and Design Enquiry demands that the pupil has a high level of self-motivation, inquiry and depth of interest.  This gives the opportunity to develop creatively and intellectually as an individual.


	Course Title - 
Photography for the Media

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be expected to have a keen interest in Photography, a sound knowledge of IT, and either Higher Art and Design, Maths or Science Highers.



	Aims of Course
To promote creative thinking, innovation, problem solving and develop technical ability with a computer, digital camera and SLR camera.  Pupils will become proficient with the use of Photoshop Elements computer programme.



	Course Content
The course comprises of 3 units plus a folio of photographic images.

The 3 units are Basic Camera Techniques, Digital Imaging and Photography:  Research Project.  The folio is a practical assignment with a planning development and evaluating components.



	Equipment, etc. used
They will use an Applemac Lapbook, a canon digital camera and SLR cameras.

Pupils will also have access to a wide range of photography books.  Dark room facilities (including chemicals for development of photographs) will be fully utilised.



	Homework
Pupils will be expected to undertake tasks related to Unit and folio work. It is expected that pupils will use personal time out of school taking photographs and developing course content.



	Assessment
Units are internally reviewed at various stages and formally assessed at the end of the Units.  External moderation of these Units may take place.  The folio will be sent for external marking to the SQA in June.  To receive and SQA certificate showing a course award a pupil must pass the Unit Assessment as well as the Folio element.



	Progression

The course is an excellent foil for Higher Art & Design/Advanced Higher Art & Design.  It also develops excellent skills with both computer and camera, relevant to a wide range of life skills.
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	Course Title - 
Accounting 

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Standard Grade Accounting and Finance at Credit level, or beginners with Credit Maths.

	Aims of Course

· to develop an understanding of the principles and practice of finance and of financial and management accounting by studying these areas in a range of contexts.

· to integrate within this study the uses and applications of information technology and accounting packages.

· to promote an understanding of accounting as a means of presenting and communicating information to interested parties, both external and internal.

· to prepare, use and interpret accounting information in relation to exercising control, analysing performance, making decisions and solving problems.

· to develop further an understanding of aspects of finance and financial management.

· to analyse and discuss problems of an accounting or financial nature and communicate viewpoints in an effective manner.

· to provide a basis on which further academic study and vocational training can be built.

	Course Content

The course comprises of 2 units:

Financial Accounting (H) - 60 hours

Management Accounting (H) - 60 hours

	Equipment, etc. used

Computer - Spreadsheets.

	Homework

Fully worked questions covering each unit of the syllabus.

	Assessment

Internal assessment will be undertaken at the end of each unit.  The external assessment will be 2.5 hours duration.  This paper will be set out in 2 sections as follows: 

Section A - Financial  

Section B – Management



	Progression

(a) Curriculum


School: Advanced Higher Accounting and Finance.


Further Education: Courses in Accounting/Business Management.

(b) Career


Accountancy/Management/Banking.




	Course Title - 
Administration

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Administration Intermediate 2

or Standard Grade Computing (Credit Level)                    

or Intermediate 2/Higher Computing

	Aims of Course

The aims of the course are to develop the students’

· skills in information technology through using business hardware and software to aid problem solving.

· skills in communication by learning to communicate ideas in a logical and effective manner.

· skills in problem solving.

· the personal effectiveness skills required of students to work both as part of a group and on their own initiative.

· knowledge of organisational and time-management skills.

· ability to monitor and analyse targets.

· knowledge and understanding of where to find information, how to extract the relevant parts required and present it in a format acceptable to business.

· ability to integrate different types of data to solve specific business problems.

· knowledge and understanding of legislation affecting those working in an office environment.

· knowledge of how to plan and organise meetings, travel arrangements, appointments and other administrative procedures.

· ability to take and accurately transcribe minutes of meetings.

	Course Content

The course comprises 2 mandatory units:

Administrative Services (Higher) – 40 hours

Information Technology for Management (Higher) – 80 hours

	Equipment, etc. used

Computer - Word Processing, Database, Spreadsheets and Internet.

Office equipment.

	Homework

Fully worked question on Administrative Services and Information Technology for Management.

	Assessment

Internal assessment will be undertaken at the end of each outcome.  The external assessment will be based on a theory paper for 60 marks of 1hr 20mins duration, and practical paper for 60 marks of 1hr 20mins duration. 

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


Further Education: Advanced Higher Administration or courses leading to personal/private secretary.

(b)
Career


Personal/Private Secretary.  Travel Agency work.




	Course Title - 
Administration

Course Level -
Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Administration Intermediate 1 

or Standard Grade Computing 

	Aims of Course

The aims of the course are to develop the students’

· skills in information technology through using business hardware and software to carry out instructions.

· skills in communication by learning to communicate with other students in a logical and effective manner.

· personal effectiveness and problem-solving skills by working both as part of a group and working on their own.

· skills in producing a variety of business documents and on occasion producing them within time constraints.

· organisational and time management skills.

· knowledge and understanding of how to set up computer files, in a variety of business software packages, how to add to and edit those files, and how to extract the relevant information required and present it in a format and to a standard acceptable in business.

· knowledge and understanding at an elementary level of legislation affecting those working in an office environment.

· skills in locating, extracting and communicating information from a variety of sources.

· organisational skills for various kinds of arrangements.

· the ability to identify own development needs, agree how these can best be addressed and review progress.

	Course Content

The course comprises 3 mandatory units:

Administrative Services (Intermediate 2) – 40 hours

Information Technology for Administrators (Intermediate 2) – 40 hours

Presenting and Communicating Information 1 (Intermediate 2) – 40 hours

	Equipment, etc. used

Computer - Word Processing, Database, Spreadsheets and Internet.

Office equipment.

	Homework

Questions covering Administrative Support and Office Applications.

	Assessment

Internal assessment will be undertaken at the end of each unit.  External assessment will be based on a Theory Paper of 1 hour duration and a Practical Paper of 1 hour 20 minutes duration.

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


School:  Higher Administration


Further Education: Courses in Administration at College.

(b)
Career


Clerical work.  Travel Agency work.




	Course Title - 
Administration

Course Level -
Intermediate 1

	Entry Qualifications

Complete Beginners



	Aims of Course

The aims of the course are to develop the students’

· skills in information technology through using business hardware and software to carry out instructions.

· skills in communication by learning to communicate with other students.

· personal effectiveness and problem-solving skills by working both as part of a group or independently.

· knowledge and ability of how to plan, organise and reschedule their own work.

· knowledge and understanding of how to use information technology to process and present information in a format acceptable to business.

· knowledge and understanding at an elementary level of legislation affecting those working in an office environment.

· knowledge of how to research information and make arrangements using organisational procedures.



	Course Content

The course comprises of 3 component units:

Administrative Services (Intermediate 1) – 40 hours

Information Technology for Administrators (Intermediate 1) – 40 hours

Presenting and Communicating Information (Intermediate 1) – 40 hours



	Equipment, etc. used

Computer - Word Processing, Database, Spreadsheets and Internet.

Office equipment.



	Homework

Questions covering Administrative Support and Office Applications.



	Assessment

Internal assessment will be undertaken at the end of each Unit.  External assessment will be based on a practical task of 1 hour 45 minutes duration.



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


School:  Intermediate 2 Administration


Further Education: Courses in Administration and Word Processing.

(b)
Career


Office Junior.  Clerical Assistant.




	Course Title - Business Management

Course Level - Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Standard Grade Business Management at Credit Level or Standard Grade English at Credit level.

	Aims of Course

· to develop an understanding of the importance of business and enterprise in contemporary society.

· to develop the ability to analyse the ways in which different organisations achieve their objectives.

· to develop an understanding of how individuals contribute to the achievement of the organisations objectives.

· to develop an understanding of the internal structure of organisations and how this may influence their activities.

· to develop the ability to analyse the key functional areas of organisational activity.

· to enable students to recognise the interdependence of various activities undertaken by businesses.

· to develop an ability to communicate ideas in a logical and effective manner.



	Course Content

The course comprises of 2 units:

Business Enterprise (H) - 40 hours

Business Decision Area (H) - 80 hours.



	Equipment, etc. used

Computer - Databases, Spreadsheets.

	Homework

Essays and case studies covering each unit of the syllabus.

	Assessment

Internal assessment will be undertaken at the end of each outcome.  The external assessment will be 2.5 hours duration with candidates being required to complete one case study and 2 extended answers.

	Progression

(a) Curriculum

(i)
School: Advanced Higher Business Management.

(ii)
Further Education:  Courses in Business Management/Accounting/Economics/Marketing.

(b) Career


(i)
Management post in all aspects of industry - tourism, retail, banking etc.




	Course Title - Business Management

Course Level – Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Standard Grade Business Management at General Level or Standard Grade English at General level.

	Aims of Course

· to develop an understanding of the importance of business and enterprise in contemporary society.

· to develop the ability to analyse the ways in which different organisations achieve their objectives.

· to develop an understanding of how individuals contribute to the achievement of the organisations objectives.

· to develop an understanding of the internal structure of organisations and how this may influence their activities.

· to develop the ability to analyse the key functional areas of organisational activity.

· to enable students to recognise the interdependence of various activities undertaken by businesses.

· to develop an ability to communicate ideas in a logical and effective manner.



	Course Content

The course comprises of 2 units:

Business Enterprise (H) - 40 hours

Business Decision Area (H) - 80 hours.



	Equipment, etc. used

Computer - Databases, Spreadsheets.

	Homework

Essays and case studies covering each unit of the syllabus.

	Assessment

Internal assessment will be undertaken at the end of each outcome.  The external assessment will be 1 hour 45 minutes duration with candidates being required to complete both sections.

	Progression

(c) Curriculum

(i)
School: Higher Business Management.

(ii)
Further Education: Courses in Business Management/Accounting/Economics/Marketing.

(d) Career


(i)
Management post in all aspects of industry - tourism, retail, banking etc.
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	Course Title  -  Computing
Course Level
- Advanced Higher



	Entry Qualifications

· Students should have attained a qualification in Higher Computing at level ‘B’ or higher to gain entry to this course. 

	Aims of Course

The course has been designed to :

· Encourage and develop good programming skills

· Knowledge and understanding of computing concepts
· Practical skills in the use of computer hardware and software

· Ability to solve problems by applying knowledge, understanding and practical skills

· Awareness of the professional, social, ethical and legal implications of computing

· Ability to communicate computing concepts clearly and concisely using appropriate terminology.


	Course Content

The Course is made up of three Units, Software Development, Developing a Software Solution, and Artificial Intelligence.

Software Development 

This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of software development and to develop practical skills in software development through the use of Visual BASIC.

Developing a Software Solution

This Unit is designed to develop the ability to analyse a complex computing problem and to design, implement and test software-based solution. As part of this Unit a Coursework Project will be undertaken.

Artificial Intelligence

This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of artificial intelligence and practical skills related to artificial intelligence through the use of contemporary hardware and software.

	Equipment, etc. used

Coursework will be undertaken using Visual BASIC on PC computer systems. A range of peripheral devices is available for use e.g. DVD-R, CD-RW, colour scanners, colour laser printer, digital camera and digital video camera. Software also available includes: PROLOG; Intermodeller and MS Office packages

	Homework

There will be regular homework as an integral part of the course.

	Assessment

Internal Assessment

Each Unit consists of two assessments: a theory based assessment that is multiple choice and a practical skills assessment carried out in class as the work of each unit is covered. 

In addition the Coursework Project is worth 40% of the course grade

External Assessment

The Question Paper will comprise a single paper of 2 hours 30 minutes worth 60% of the course grade. The exam contains : Section 1 for 60 marks with questions testing both knowledge and understanding and problem solving. The questions will be taken from the Units Software Development and Developing a Software Solution. Section 2 for 60 marks primarily contains questions on Artificial Intelligence though some aspects of the other two units will be present.

	Progression

Students who achieve success in Computing at Advanced Higher level might progress to Higher Education to study Computing to degree level as a single subject or as part of a joint degree course.

	Careers

Degree courses that can be studied include: Website Design; Computing Studies; Computer Science; Internet Studies; Artificial Intelligence; Robotics; Computer Programming; Software Engineering; Computer Graphics; Computer Modelling; Virtual Reality and many more. There are many courses that offer the combination of Computing with other areas such as Mathematics, Electronics, Engineering, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, etc.

These courses develop skills in many areas of Computing, for example:

Computer Programming (Java, Visual BASIC, C, etc.); Networking; Systems Analysis; Computer Design; Computer Simulation; Computer Animation; Robot Design and Control; Monitoring and Control Applications; Virtual Reality and World Wide Web opportunities.

These courses lead to opportunities that exist in: the Computer Industry; Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engineering; Physics; Chemistry; Biology; Banking; eCommerce; Insurance; the Petrochemical Industry; Medicine; Website Design and Telecommunications, amongst others.

For further information on these opportunities visit the careers library.



	Course Title
-
Computing
Course Level
-
Higher



	Entry Qualifications

· Students should have attained a qualification in Standard Grade Computing at grades 1 or 2 or a qualification in Intermediate 2 Computing at level ‘A’ to gain entry to this course. 



	Aims of Course

The course has been designed to develop:

· knowledge and understanding of computing concepts

· practical skills in the use of computer hardware and software

· ability to solve problems by applying knowledge, understanding and practical skills

· awareness of the professional, social, ethical and legal implications of computing

· ability to communicate computing concepts clearly and concisely using appropriate terminology


	Course Content

The Course is made up of three Units, Software Development, Computer Systems, and Artificial Intelligence.

Software Development 

This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of software development and to develop practical skills in software development through the use of Visual BASIC.

Computer Systems

This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of computer systems and practical skills related to computer systems through the use of contemporary hardware and software.

Artificial Intelligence

This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of artificial intelligence together with some of the concepts associated with the representation and processing of knowledge.



	Equipment, etc. used

Coursework will be undertaken using Visual BASIC and the Internet on PC computer systems. A range of peripheral devices is available for use e.g. DVD-R, CD-RW, colour scanners, colour laser printer, digital camera and digital video camera. Software also available includes: PROLOG; Intermodeller and MS Office packages



	Homework

There will be regular homework as an integral part of the course.



	Assessment

Internal Assessment

Each Unit consists of two assessments: a theory based assessment that is multiple choice and a practical skills assessment carried out in class as the work of each unit is covered. 

In addition the Practical Coursework Task undertaken is worth 30% of the course grade.

External Assessment

The Question Paper will comprise a single paper of 2 hours 30 minutes worth 70% of the course grade. The exam contains: Section 1 for 30 marks this will consist of objective and short response questions taken from Software Development and Computer Systems; Section 2 for 60 marks requiring extended responses showing structuring and reasoning taken from Software Development and Computer Systems and Section 3 for 50 marks requiring extended responses primarily containing questions on Artificial Intelligence though some aspects of the other two units will be present.



	Progression

Students who achieve success in Computing in Higher at level ‘B’ or higher might progress to Advanced Higher Computing, Further Education to study Computing to HND level or to Higher Education to study Computing to degree level as a single subject or as part of a joint degree course.



	Careers

Degree courses that can be studied include: Website Design; Computing Studies; Computer Science; Internet Studies; Artificial Intelligence; Robotics; Computer Programming; Software Engineering; Computer Graphics; Computer Modelling; Virtual Reality and many more. There are many courses that offer the combination of Computing with other areas such as Mathematics, Electronics, Engineering, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, etc.

These courses develop skills in many areas of Computing, for example:

Computer Programming (Java, Visual BASIC, C, etc.); Networking; Systems Analysis; Computer Design; Computer Simulation; Computer Animation; Robot Design and Control; Monitoring and Control Applications; Virtual Reality and World Wide Web opportunities.

These courses lead to opportunities that exist in: the Computer Industry; Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engineering; Physics; Chemistry; Biology; Banking; eCommerce; Insurance; the Petrochemical Industry; Medicine; Website Design and Telecommunications, amongst others.

For further information on these opportunities visit the careers library.




	Course Title
-
Computing
Course Level
-
Intermediate 2



	Entry Qualifications

· Students should have attained a qualification in Standard Grade Computing at grades 3 or 4 or a qualification in Intermediate 1 Computing at level ‘A’ to gain entry to this course. 



	Aims of Course

The course has been designed to develop:

· knowledge and understanding of computing concepts
· practical skills in the use of computer hardware and software

· ability to solve problems by applying knowledge, understanding and practical skills

· awareness of the professional, social, ethical and legal implications of computing

· ability to communicate computing concepts clearly and concisely using appropriate terminology


	Course Content

The Course is made up of three Units, Software Development, Computer Systems, and Artificial Intelligence.

Software Development 

This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of software development and to develop practical skills in software development through the use of Visual BASIC.

Computer Systems

This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of computer systems and practical skills related to computer systems through the use of contemporary hardware and software.

Artificial Intelligence

This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of artificial intelligence together with some of the concepts associated with the representation and processing of knowledge.



	Equipment, etc. used

Coursework will be undertaken using Visual BASIC and the Internet on PC computer systems. A range of peripheral devices is available for use e.g. DVD-R, CD-RW, colour scanners, colour laser printer, digital camera and digital video camera. Software also available includes: PROLOG; Intermodeller and MS Office packages



	Homework

There will be regular homework as an integral part of the course.



	Assessment

Internal Assessment

Each Unit consists of two assessments: a theory based assessment that is multiple choice and a practical skills assessment carried out in class as the work of each unit is covered. 

In addition the Practical Coursework Task undertaken is worth 30% of the course grade.

External Assessment

The Question Paper will comprise a single paper of 1 hour 30 minutes worth 70% of the course grade. The exam contains : Section 1 for 15 marks this will consist of objective and short response questions taken from Software Development and Computer Systems; Section 2 for 30 marks requiring extended responses showing structuring and reasoning taken from Software Development and Computer Systems and Section 3 for 25 marks requiring extended responses primarily containing questions on Artificial Intelligence though some aspects of the other two units will be present.



	Progression

Students who achieve success in Computing in Intermediate 2 at level ‘A’ might progress to Higher Computing.



	Careers

Computing at Intermediate 2 prepares students for courses available in Higher Computing and Further Education from which students can progress to Higher Education.

HND and Degree courses that can be studied include: Website Design; Computing Studies; Computer Science; Internet Studies; Artificial Intelligence; Robotics; Computer Programming; Software Engineering; Computer Graphics; Computer Modelling; Virtual Reality and many more. There are many courses that offer the combination of Computing with other areas such as Mathematics, Electronics, Engineering, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, etc.

These courses develop skills in many areas of Computing, for example:

Computer Programming (Java, Visual BASIC, C, etc.); Networking; Systems Analysis; Computer Design; Computer Simulation; Computer Animation; Robot Design and Control; Monitoring and Control Applications; Virtual Reality and World Wide Web opportunities.

These courses lead to opportunities that exist in : the Computer Industry; Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engineering; Physics; Chemistry; Biology; Banking; eCommerce; Insurance; the Petrochemical Industry; Medicine; Website Design and Telecommunications, amongst others.

For further information on these opportunities visit the careers library.




	Course Title
-
Computing Studies
Course Level
-
Intermediate 1



	Entry Qualifications

· Students should have attained a qualification in Standard Grade Computing at grades 5 or 6 or should have completed a qualification in Access 3 to gain entry to this course. 



	Aims of Course

The course has been designed to develop:

· knowledge and understanding of information technology concepts
· practical skills in the use of computer hardware and software

· ability to solve problems by applying knowledge, understanding and practical skills

· awareness of the professional, social, ethical and legal implications of IT

· ability to communicate computing concepts clearly and concisely using appropriate terminology
· interest, confidence and enjoyment in the use of computer hardware and software


	Course Content

The Course is made up of three Units, Computer Applications, Multimedia Applications, Computers and the Internet.

Computer Applications
This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of computer applications and practical skills related to computer applications through the use of different items of hardware and software.

Multimedia Applications
This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of multimedia application software and practical skills in the use of different items of hardware and multimedia software.

Computers and the Internet
This Unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the components of computer systems and the main uses of operating systems. It will develop knowledge and understanding of the software development process and practical skills in the use of the Internet as a source of information and the production of a small website.



	Equipment, etc. used

Work will be undertaken using PC computer systems connected to the Internet. A range of peripheral devices is available for use e.g. DVD-R, CD-RW, colour scanners, colour laser printer, digital camera and digital video camera. Software also available includes MS Office packages



	Homework

There will be regular homework as an integral part of the course.



	Assessment

Internal Assessment

Each Unit consists of two assessments: a theory based assessment that is multiple choice and a practical skills assessment carried out in class as the work of each unit is covered. 

In addition the Practical Coursework Task undertaken is worth 40% of the course grade.

External Assessment

The Question Paper will comprise a single paper of 1 hour worth 60% of the course grade. The exam contains: Section 1 for 40 marks this will consist of objective and short response questions taken from Computer Applications and Multimedia Applications; Section 2 for 20 marks this will consist of objective and short response questions taken from Computers and the Internet though some aspects of the other two units will be present.



	Progression

Students who achieve success in Computing Studies in Intermediate 1 at level ‘A’ might progress to Intermediate 2 Computing.



	Careers

Computing Studies at Intermediate 1 prepares students for courses available in Further Education from and Intermediate 2 in school.

HND courses that can be studied include: Website Design; Computing Studies; Computer Science; Internet Studies; Artificial Intelligence; Robotics; Computer Programming; Software Engineering; Computer Graphics; Computer Modelling; Virtual Reality and many more. There are many courses that offer the combination of Computing with other areas such as Mathematics, Electronics, Engineering, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, etc.

These courses develop skills in many areas of Computing, for example:

Computer Programming (Java, Visual BASIC, C, etc.); Networking; Systems Analysis; Computer Design; Computer Simulation; Computer Animation; Robot Design and Control; Monitoring and Control Applications; Virtual Reality and World Wide Web opportunities.

These courses lead to opportunities that exist in: the Computer Industry; Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engineering; Physics; Chemistry; Biology; Banking; eCommerce; Insurance; the Petrochemical Industry; Medicine; Website Design and Telecommunications, amongst others.

For further information on these opportunities visit the careers library.
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	Course Title - Graphic Communication

Course Level – Higher/Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Students would be expected to have either a 1 or 2 at Standard Grade or a B pass at Intermediate 2 for Higher and either a 3 or 4 at Standard Grade for Intermediate 2



	Aims of Course

1. To develop an ability to read and interpret a range of drawings and information presented graphically.

2. To develop an ability to communicate graphical information using both manual and computer graphic skills and techniques. 

3. To develop a knowledge of appropriate computer hardware and software for graphic communication and its related industrial applications.

	Course Content

The course is divided into three main areas of work:

1. Technical Graphics 1 - Apply manual graphic techniques to produce a variety of pictorial and geometric drawings, and apply illustration and presentation techniques to add realism to graphic presentations.

2. Technical Graphics 2 - Apply manual graphic techniques to produce drawings of assemblies and locations, and demonstrate a knowledge of the use of graphic communication in a typical company structure.

3. Computer Graphics - Use computers to produce a variety of types of drawings such as orthographic, pictorial, rendered, and 3-dimensional.  Use computers to perform DTP functions and demonstrate knowledge of the use of computer graphics in commercial and industrial applications.

Students will also complete a thematic presentation which will make use of the different techniques covered in the course to produce a folio of graphics based on a chosen theme from engineering, commerce or construction.

	Equipment, etc. use

Manual graphics equipment together with computer aided graphics and computer aided Design Systems.



	Homework

Regular homework is given to reinforce course work. 



	Assessment

Successful completion of the units gives credit towards the overall award.  The thematic presentation folio is an ongoing part of the course, which equates to a third of the overall award. The final exam consists of two parts, covering knowledge and understanding and graphic abilities totalling three hours.

	Progression

Further/Higher Education - The course is accepted as an entrance qualification for many university courses.  If not specified it is an accepted supplementary.  Leads to automatic awards in the core skills - 

Critical thinking at Higher, Planning and Organising at Higher, Using IT at Int - 2, Working with Others and Review and Evaluating can be achieved by completing an assignment.

Scottish Group Awards - Graphic Communication is a core/restricted subject of the SGA in Technology.




	Course Title - Graphic Communication

Course Level – Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would be expected to have either an A or B grades from Higher Graphic Communication/an ‘A’ at intermediate 2/genuinely interested discuss with Principal Teacher of CDT.



	Aims of Course

1. To develop aspects of capability and creativity in relation to selecting information and evaluating its appropriateness for graphic communication.

2. To develop the ability to analyse, process and present information in a graphic presentation.

3. To develop a perspective on the role of graphic communication in an industrial context.

4. To develop an ability to communicate graphical information using computer graphic skills and techniques.

5. To develop a knowledge of appropriate computer hardware and modelling software for graphic communication and its related industrial applications.

6. To develop special thinking and visual literacy.

	Course Content

The course is divided into three main areas of work:

1. Technical Graphics - Apply manual graphic techniques of geometric constructions to produce orthographic drawings, and 2-point measured perspective to architectural settings.

2. Computer-Aided 3-D modelling – Create 3-D computer aided surface and solid models, rendered images and drawings.

3. Computer-Aided Graphic Presentation – Evaluate the application of design principles in professional graphics presentations.  Design and produce a professional Graphic Presentation for a potential client group.  Desktop publishing characteristics are identified and their functions described correctly.



	Equipment, etc. use

Manual graphics equipment together with computer aided graphics and Computer aided Design systems for 3-D modelling, desktop publishing and illustration.



	Homework

Regular homework is given to reinforce graphics knowledge. Pupils will be expected to do analysis work outside class time to complete the computer aided graphics folio.



	Assessment

A single tests covering the manual graphics and theory aspect of graphic presentation for unit purposes.  Pupils produce a 3-D modelling folio and a Graphic Presentation folio, which account for 60% of the pupils final grade.  A final exam covering graphic presentation theory and professional printing processes counts for the remaining 40% and lasts three hours.

	Progression

Further/Higher Education - The course is accepted as an entrance qualification for many university courses.  If not specified it is an accepted supplementary.  The course provides key skills which may have particular relevance to pupils looking to careers in architecture, graphic design, product design or engineering.  Leads to automatic awards in the core skills using IT at Higher.

Scottish Group Awards - Graphic Communication is a core/restricted subject of the SGA in Technology.



	Course Title – Product Design

Course Level – Higher/Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Students would be expected to have either a 1 or 2 at Standard Grade or a pass at Intermediate 2.  Students with a credit grade for illustration and presentation in Graphic Communication or a good pass in Higher Art and Design will also be considered

	Aims of Course

1.   To develop understanding of the process of designing in a commercial context and of the factors which

      influence design.

2.   To enhance knowledge of industrial manufacturing processes and materials.

3.   To increase awareness of economic considerations and the social effects of good design,

4.   To develop skills in design related to the industrial context.



	Course Content

The course is divided into three main areas of work:

1.   Design Analysis- Outcome 1: Evaluate a commercial product by applying factors that influence design.

      Outcome 2: Establish a Specification from a Design Brief by analysing the Brief using design factors.

2.   Developing Design Products – Outcome 1: Produce a design proposal that had been developed from 

      rough ideas.  Development is governed by design factors and must be adhered to throughout.

      Outcome 2: Graphic techniques of varying quality/medium must be applied through-out folio

      Outcome 3: The design proposal is modelled to create a prototype of the product.

3.    Manufacturing Products – Outcome 1: Common materials used for modern products are researched and

      identified.

      Outcome 2: Methods of industrial manufacture and processing of materials are researched and identified.

      Outcome 3: An orthographic drawing of a given manufactured product must be drawn to Bsi standards.

The Design Assignment is strictly and 8 page folio condensing aspects from the entire course.  This accounts for 50% of the overall award.

	Equipment, etc. use

Manual graphics equipment and computer aided graphics systems maybe used in the design processes and a variety of craft tools and materials will be used in the construction of the model or prototype.

	Homework

Regular homework is given to reinforce course work. The design folio is an ongoing project, which requires considerable time spent in research outside class.

	Assessment

Each unit must be passed before the student can achieve a Higher award.  50% of the award for the subject is based on the final exam and 50% on the design portfolio.  The final consists of a two and half hour written paper testing knowledge and understanding.

	Progression

Further/Higher Education:- The course is accepted as an entrance qualification for many university courses and is recommended for entry to most design oriented diplomas and degrees.

Leads to automatic awards in the following core skills:- Critical Thinking at Higher, Planning and Organising at Higher, Review and Evaluating at Higher, Working with Others.

Scottish Group Awards – Craft and Design is a core/restricted subject of the SGA in Technology.




	Course Title -Technological Studies


Course Level – Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Students would be expected to have either a 2 or 3 at Standard Grade.  S6 pupils who have passed Intermediate 2 Physics in S5 would also be eligible.

It is expected that students choosing the course should be studying, or have a pass in, Intermediate 2 Maths.

	Aims of Course

1. To gain understanding and experience in the principles behind current technological and engineering practices.

2. To use the knowledge and understanding gained to solve technological problems or meet specifications.

3. To develop a receptive attitude towards technological progress and its demands.



	Course Content

The course is divided into four main areas of work.

Applied electronics - principles behind current digital and analogue electronic systems.

Systems and Control - the use of electronics and microprocessors in control systems.

Mechanical systems – construction of pneumatic systems, descriptions and calculations in mechanisms.

Energy – Description and calculations associated with energy systems

	Equipment, etc. used

Electronics, computers and microprocessors are used to produce operating models of systems.

	Homework

Regular homework is given to reinforce course work.  

	Assessment

Single tests are given at the end of each module.  Successful completion of the tests gives credit towards group awards.  Re-sits of tests are offered.  All modules and the external examination must be passed before the Intermediate 2 award is achieved.  Examination consists of a two and a half hour paper.

	Progression

Leads to Advanced Higher Technological Studies.

Further/Higher Education – this leads to a specified entry requirement, Higher Technological Studies alongside Maths, for almost all engineering degrees and diplomas as a replacement for or in addition to Physics.

Leads to automatic awards in the following core skills-

Problem solving at Intermediate 2, Numeracy at Intermediate 2, Using IT at Intermediate 2.

Scottish Group Awards - Technological Studies is a core/restricted subject of the SGA in Technology (all units in the course are mandatory for all seven engineering SGA’s offered in further education), in the restricted choice group in the Science/Maths SGA, and to all others in the optional section.




	Course Title -Technological Studies


Course Level - Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would be expected to have either a 1 or 2 at Standard Grade or a pass at Intermediate 2.  S6 pupils who have passed Higher Physics in S5 would also be eligible.

It is expected that students choosing the course should be studying, or have a pass in, Higher Maths.

	Aims of Course

4. To gain understanding and experience in the principles behind current technological and engineering practices.

5. To use the knowledge and understanding gained to solve technological problems or meet specifications.

6. To develop a receptive attitude towards technological progress and its demands.

7. To enhance skills of research, analysis, communication and presentation.

	Course Content

The course is divided into four main areas of work.

Applied electronics - principles behind current digital and analogue electronic systems.

Systems and Control - the use of electronics and microprocessors in control systems.

Structures and Materials - analysis of structures and materials when forces are applied.

Case Study Report - an independent project looking at a technological product or process.

	Equipment, etc. used

Electronics, computers and microprocessors are used to produce operating systems.

	Homework

Regular homework is given to reinforce course work.  The case study is an ongoing project that requires considerable time spent in research outside class.

	Assessment

Single tests are given at the end of each module.  Successful completion of the tests gives credit towards group awards.  Resits of tests are offered.  All modules and the external examination must be passed before the Higher award is achieved.  Examination consists of three-hour paper.

	Progression

Leads to Advanced Higher Technological Studies.

Further/Higher Education - a specified entry requirement, alongside maths, for almost all engineering degrees and diplomas as a replacement for or in addition to Physics.

Leads to automatic awards in the following core skills-

Critical thinking at Higher, Planning and Organising at Higher, Review and Evaluating at Higher, Using Graphical Information at Higher, Using IT at Intermediate 2, Using number at Higher. IT at Higher can also be achieved if the case study report is completed using appropriate software.

Scottish Group Awards - Technological Studies is a core/restricted subject of the SGA in Technology (all units in the course are mandatory for all seven engineering SGA’s offered in further education), in the restricted choice group in the Science/Maths SGA, and to all others in the optional section.




	Course Title -Technological Studies


Course Level – Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would be expected to have passed Higher Technological Studies.

It is expected that students choosing the course will be studying, or have a pass in, Higher Maths.

	Aims of Course

1. To gain a greater depth of understanding and experience in the principles behind current technology and engineering practices.

2. To use the knowledge and understanding gained to solve technological problems or meet specifications.

3. To develop a receptive attitude towards technological progress and its demands.

4. To enhance skills of research, analysis, communication and presentation.

	Course Content

The course is divided into four main areas of work.

Applied electronics – Investigate, design and construct sequential logic, complex analogue, DAC and ADC based systems.

Systems and Control  - Develop the use of microcontrollers in mechatronic control systems.  

Structures and Materials - Analysis of beams, framed structures and materials when forces are applied.

Case Study Report - An independent project comparing two technological solutions to a real world problem.

	Equipment, etc. used

Electronics, computers and microprocessors are used to produce systems that emulate real world applications.

	Homework

Regular homework is given to reinforce course work.  The case study is an ongoing project which requires considerable time spent in research outside class.

	Assessment

Tests are given at the end of each module, both written questions and practical.  Successful completion of the tests gives credit towards group awards.  Resits of tests are offered.  All modules and the external examination must be passed before the Advanced Higher award is achieved.  Examination consists of a three hour paper.

	Progression
Further/Higher Education - a specified entry requirement, alongside maths, for almost all engineering degrees and diplomas as a replacement for or in addition to Physics.

Core skills in the course remain subject to confirmation but are expected to cover the following -

Critical thinking at Advanced Higher, Planning and Organising at Advanced Higher, Review and Evaluating at Advanced Higher, Using Graphical Information at Advanced Higher, Using IT at Intermediate 2, Using number at Advanced Higher. IT at Higher can also be achieved if the case study report is completed using appropriate software.

Scottish Group Awards - Technological Studies is a core/restricted subject of the SGA in Technology (all units in the course are mandatory for all seven engineering SGA’s offered in further education), in the restricted choice group in the Science/Maths SGA and to all others in the optional section.




	Course Title - Woodworking Skills


Course Level - Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Students would be expected to have an Int 1 B pass or S4 or Standard Grade Craft & Design or a genuine interest in the manufacture of woodworking projects.



	Aims of Course

1. To develop and enhance practical skills in the creation of artefacts.

2. To develop skills and knowledge, understanding and general aspects of woodworking activities.

3. To encourage independence and the ability to make choices.

4. To highlight the importance of safety and encourage responsible attitudes in a workshop environment.




	Course Content

The course is divided into four main areas of work:

1. Bench Skills 1 - Flat frame construction. Using appropriate tools and procedures construct frames using a variety of joints.

2. Bench skills 2 - Carcass construction.  Using appropriate tools and procedures construct carcasses using a variety of joints.

3. Machining and Finishing - Make use of various machine tools and finishing techniques in the production of artefacts.

4. Project - A final project must be undertaken which should demonstrate the student’s abilities.  This, if the previous three units are passed, will decide the final overall grade



	Equipment, etc. used

A variety of hand and machine tools and various materials will be used in the construction of all models of artefacts.



	Homework

Although the course requires no formal homework to be completed it would be expected that pupils observe how the skills they learn are used in the world outside school.



	Assessment

Assessment is continuous throughout the course and includes a final project undertaken by the student.



	Progression

Provides valuable experience for any student taking certain apprenticeships or working in applicable trades.


Leads to automatic awards in the core skills - Planning and Organising at Intermediate 1.

Scottish Group Awards - Woodworking Craft Skills is a core/restricted subject of the SGA in Technology.
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	Course Title - Drama


Course Level - Higher

	Entry Qualifications

While entry is at the discretion of the Centre, students would normally be expected to have attained one of the following:

· Standard Grade Drama at Credit Level

· Intermediate 2 Drama

· Other appropriate prior experience in Drama

	Aims of Course

To advance the student’s general education through provision of a range of learning experiences which will develop important skills and areas of specific Drama knowledge.  The course seeks to provide opportunities for students to:

· Investigate relationships, issues and topics.

· Gain knowledge and understanding of aspects of Theatre.

· Develop acting and directing skills and contribute to a presentation.

· Experience theatrical performance.

	Course Content

· Investigative Drama.

· Study of a Text in its Theatrical Context.

· Contemporary Scottish Theatre.

· Acting (Integrated into all three units above)

	Equipment, etc. used

Play texts
Wardrobe




NAB Materials
Audio Cassette Recorder/compact disc player.

Television
Video Recorder/player/camera.

Video camera
Lighting board.

Sound system
Special effects equipment.

	Homework

Research.
Scripting

Study of specified text.
Study of Contemporary Scottish Theatre.


Learning Lines for Acting.
Annotation of scripts.

	Assessment

Investigative Drama 

Take responsibility for an identifiable section of a presentation. 

Contribute to the presentation process and final presentation.

Evaluate the effectiveness of the final presentation. 

Study of a text in its Theatrical Context

Demonstrate awareness of the historical, social and theatrical context of a play.

Make an exploration of how a play could be communicated through performance.

Perform an acting role from a prescribed text.

Contemporary Scottish Theatre

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of specified trends and issues in Contemporary Scottish Theatre.

Perform an acting role from a contemporary Scottish play.



	Assessment continued

	Unit
	Internal Assessment
	External Assessment

	Investigative Drama
	Internal Evaluation
	

	Study of a text in its theatrical context
	Extended response, Dramatic Commentary, Performance
	1 question paper 50%




	Contemporary Scottish Theatre
	1 extended response

Performance
	

	Unit 1 & Unit 2
Acting exam 50%

[image: image22.wmf]
Progression

(a)
Curriculum


School - Advanced Higher.


Further/Higher Education - Degree Courses, Acting Courses, Theatre Arts Courses.

(b)
Career


Theatre


Arts Administration and Management


Entertainment Industry


Radio, TV and Film


Community Work


Leisure Industry


Teaching
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Other

Pupils will have to take part in Theatre visits and may have to work extra-curricular hours on rehearsals and after school performances.



	Course Title - Drama


Course Level – Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

While entry is at the discretion of the Centre, students would normally be expected to have attained one of the following:

· Standard Grade Drama at General Level.

· Intermediate 1 Drama.

· Other appropriate prior experience in Drama.



	Aims of Course

To advance the student’s general education through provision of a range of learning experiences which will develop important skills and areas of specific Drama knowledge.  The course seeks to provide opportunities for students to:

· Explore relationships, social attitudes and issues.

· Explore and use language, movement and theatre as a means of expression and communication.

· Acquire a range of theatre production skills.

· Develop devising skills and contribute to a presentation.

· Increase interest in and knowledge of theatrical performance.

	Course Content

· Drama skills.

· Theatre Production skills.

· Production.

	Equipment, etc. used


Make-up
Play Tests
Props


NAB Materials
Audio Cassette Recorder/Compact disc player

Television
Video Recorder/player

Video camera
Lighting board

Sound system
Wardrobe

	Homework

Learning lines for Acting
Drafting/rewriting folio content

Directing Preparation
Preparation to carry out a specific Theatre, Production Skill

Study of specified text extracts


Research


	Assessment
Drama Skills

· Devise a piece of drama on a negotiated theme, issue or topic

· Portray character

· Review and evaluate participation in creative drama activities

· Direct others in a short dramatic scene

Theatre Production Skills
· Participate with others in the exploration of theatre production skills

· Use theatre production skills

· Review and evaluate the exploration of theatre production skills

· Express ideas, feelings and opinions on dramatic textual extracts

	Production

· Co-operate with others to stage a small-scale production

· Undertake a theatre production role and its associated responsibilities

· Use theatre production skills to contribute to the final presentation

· Evaluate the presentation process and the final presentation

Unit
Internal Assessment
External
Drama skills
Folio and Performance
N/A

Theatre Production skills
Folio and Performance
Question Paper = 50% (50 marks)

Production
Folio and Performance
Practical Exam = 50% (50 marks)
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Progression
a. Curriculum


School  -  Higher


Further/Higher Education  -  Acting Courses,  Theatre Arts Courses

b.  Career

Theatre

Entertainment Industry

Radio, TV and Film

Community Work

Leisure Industry

Arts Administration and Management
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Other
Pupils will have to take part in Theatre visits and may have to work extra-curricular hours on rehearsals and after school performances.



	Course Title - Drama


Course Level – Advanced Higher
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Entry Qualifications

· While entry is at the discretion of the Centre, candidates would normally be expected to have attained Higher Drama or its component units.

	Aims of Course

· Acquire knowledge and understanding of 20th century theatre practice.

· Investigate relationships through the medium of theatre.

· Develop theatre skills.

· Experience theatrical performance.

	Course Content

· Devised Drama.

· Twentieth Century Theatre:  Theories of Performance.

· Drama : Special Study.

· Acting / Directing / Theatre Arts.

	Equipment, etc. used


IT/Media

Play texts
Wardrobe




NAB Materials.
Audio Cassette Recorder/compact disc player.

Television.
Video Recorder/player/camera.

Video camera.
Lighting board.

Sound system.
Special effects equipment.

	Homework

Research  -  Devising  -  Designing  -  Scripting  -  Learning lines  -  Theatre visits  -  Log keeping.

	Assessment

Devised Drama (Unit 1)
Outcome 1  -  Devise a presentation on a chosen theme.

Outcome 2  -  Demonstrate practical skills in the realisation of the dramatic presentation.

Outcome 3  -  Evaluate the dramatic presentation.

Twentieth-Century Theatre  (Unit 2)
Outcome 1 - Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the theories of acting and directing of one of the 

two leading 20th century practitioners studied.

Outcome 2 - Explore aspects of Theatre practice in one or two recent productions, which you feel reflect the 
theories and/or practices of one of the 20th century practitioners studied.

Drama Special Study  (Unit 3)

Outcome 1  -  Use skills of research and investigation to arrive at performance concepts for a chosen play.

Outcome 2  -  Evaluates performance concepts for the chosen play.

Internal Assessment

Unit 1  -  Evaluation of process and  performance.

Unit 2  -  Extended response for OC1 and OC2.

Unit 3  -  2 part report.

External Assessment

Question paper
50%

Practical Exam
50%

Progression
a. Curriculum      Further/Higher Education.

· Degree courses

· Acting Courses

· Theatre Arts courses

b. Career
· Theatre

· Arts Administration and Management

· Entertainment Industry

· Radio, TV and Film

· Community Work

· Leisure Industry

· Teaching

Other
Pupils will have to take part in Theatre visits and visit Theatre on their own.

They will probably have to work extra-curricular hours on rehearsals and after school performances.

They will have to carry out a great deal of individual research.




	Course Title – English

Course Level - Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained a credit award at Standard Grade, with 2 in Reading and Writing.  

	Aims of Course

· to develop linguistic skills of Reading Writing and Talking.

· to promote personal growth in terms of awareness of complex ideas and emotions.

· to encourage exploration of works of Literature.

· to give opportunity for independent study.

	Course Content

Unit 1 
-
Language Study

· Close Reading and essay writing

Unit 2
-
Literary Study

· Textual analysis 

Unit 3
-
Writing Folio! 2 pieces of writing submitted to SQA in April


	Homework

1. Candidates are expected to engage in a programme of reading:

to supplement class work;

to read up on news items/current affairs;

2. Revision at home is needed to prepare for internal assessment.

3. Written assignments should be completed and deadlines met.

	Assessment

1. Unit Assessments – pass/fail

2. External Examination  -  Close Reading and Two Critical Essays.

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  


For students wishing to continue their English studies in S6, this course can lead to Advanced Higher.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:



‘Higher’ English is an entrance requirement for many Further and Higher Education courses.

(b)
Career


Prerequisite for many careers.




	Course Title – English

Course Level – Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained a grade 3 at Standard Grade.

	Aims of Course

· to develop linguistic skills of Reading, Writing and Talking.

· to promote personal growth.

· to encourage exploration of works of Literature.

· to give opportunity for independent study.

	Course Content

Unit 1 
-
Language Study

· Close Reading and essay writing

Unit 2
-
Literary Study

· Textual analysis 

Unit 3
-
Writing Folio! Submitted to SQA in April


	Homework

4. Candidates are expected to engage in a programme of reading:

to supplement class work;

to read up on news items/current affairs;

5. Revision at home is needed to prepare for internal assessment.

6. Written assignments should be completed and deadlines met.

	Assessment

1. Unit Assessments – pass/fail

2. External Examination  -  Close Reading and Two Critical Essays.

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  


For those staying on for S6, this course can provide an excellent preparation for study at ‘Higher’ level.

(b)
Career


Is evidence of study beyond Standard Grade.




	Course Title -
English

Course Level -
Intermediate 1

	Entry Qualifications

Candidates with ‘4’ or below in Standard Grade English.

	Aims of Course

· to develop skills of Reading, Writing and Talking.

· to encourage exploration of works of Literature

· to prepare some pupils for Intermediate 2.

	Course Content

1. Language Study -  Close Reading and essay writing.

2. Literary Study - Textual analysis.

3. Writing Folio – submitted April

	Homework

Candidates should read at home to supplement class work.  Some preparatory and written work will be done at home.

	Assessment

1. Unit assessment – pass/fail

2. External examination  -  Close Reading and One Critical Essay.

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  




Possible lead in to Intermediate 2.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:



recognised qualifications.

(b)
Career


Evidence of further study of language and literary skills beyond Standard Grade.



	Course Title - 
English

Course Level -
Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

A pass in Higher English, and an interest in Literature.



	Aims of Course

to develop interest in Literature.

to engage in discussion of complex ideas and emotions.

to prepare for College/University study.



	Course Content

This varies from year to year, but centres around literary study.  Creative Writing is an option, as are Media Studies.  Preparation for the Specialist Study (3,000 - 4,000 words on a selected topic) is an important component of the course.



	Homework

Candidates are expected to show initiative, supplement classwork by independent study and read widely around the authors/topics covered.



	Assessment

1. Unit Assessments.

2. The Literary study Unit/Specialist Study are compulsory.

3.
In addition, classes opt to do one of the following:

· Language Study

· Creative Writing (Folio)

· Reading the Media (exam).

· Textual Analysis (exam).



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:



Good preparation for any Arts course at College/University.

(b)
Career


Good evidence of in-depth and independent study, organisational skills and powers of expression.
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	Course Title - 
Home Economics - Health & Food Technology


Course level -
Higher




	Entry Qualifications

Students must have attained a grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade Home Economics or a science subject at grade 1 or 2 or Intermediate 2 Health & Food Technology.



	Aims of Course

1. To provide opportunities for the acquisition of specialist knowledge and understanding of factors which influence some of the choices and decisions made by individuals, families and society.

2. To apply skills of analysis and evaluation through the study of materials and resources necessary for the identification of, and response to, the physical and social needs of individuals and families.

3. To develop management skills necessary for the effective use of materials and resources and to provide opportunities for the application of these skills.

4. To offer opportunities to use specialist craft skills for creative purposes as well as investigatory and problem solving activities.

5. To develop a critical approach to social and technological change and environmental issues.

6. To offer opportunities for the achievement of technological capability in the four aspects of technological perspective, confidence, sensitivity and creativity.

7. To offer opportunities for the development of personal and inter-personal skills in the areas of initiative, responsibility, co-operation and adaptability and to encourage a positive attitude to independent learning.

8. To foster vocational links and an awareness of the food industry.

9. To develop personal and inter-personal skills.



	Course Content

The course is divided into 2 units:

Unit 1 - Resource Management   -
Inter-relationship of nutrients.  

(80hrs)
Effects of cooking nutrients.


The relationship between diet, lifestyle and health.  Product development.  Causes, symptoms and prevention of food poisoning and contamination.

Unit 2 - Consumer Studies -
Consumer protection - in relation to food safety.

(40hrs)
 The consumer within Europe.  The impact of technological innovation on consumer choice of food.  Social changes/trends in food. Techniques used in making of food products.

Students will be required, as part of their course to complete and submit a technological project, to SQA for external assessment.



	Equipment, etc. used

A range of books, essential knowledge packs and equipment relevant to Home Economics.



	Homework

Various homework tasks are built into the course and are essential to the successful completion of the course.  Homework may take the form of exemplar questions, reading relevant material, case studies, research into particular topics especially for the technological project which requires students to carry out research on their own in their own time.



	Assessment

Unit assessment will be marked internally and standardised using national assessment bank material.  Holistic assessment of outcomes using performance criteria checklists may also be used.

The external question paper at Higher has a time allocation of 2 hours and an 80 mark allocation.

The Technological project is also externally marked, a 100 mark allocation.

Opportunities to resit all internal assessments will be available with a maximum of two resits.

Students must achieve the required internal and external assessments to provide a basis for grading the overall course and to have the course entered on their SQA certificate.

N.B.  After completion of the first NABs it may be recommended that S5 pupils complete the course over 2 years.



	Progression

Advanced Higher will be available for those wishing to continue their studies.

This is suitable for University entrance to courses such as Applied Consumer Studies, Consumerism and Information Technology, Food Technology and Leisure Industry, Dietetics and Environmental Health as well as courses in the Care Professions, Retail Management, Teaching and Community Work.



	Other

A unit approach is used at all levels to cover 120 hours of work.

Problem solving is a ‘core skill’ enabling the student to apply knowledge and skills to solving problems related to design linked to the environment and social consequences.  Students use a wide range of skills including specialist craft skills and the evaluation of a solution.  The skills obtained through these activities are all transferable benefiting both industry and business.

The subject also promotes good health, personal and social development and emphasises skills in creativity and management.  Students are encouraged to use initiative, accept responsibility for their learning and develop positive attitudes to independent learning.




	Course Title - Hospitality - Practical Cookery


Course level  - Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained:

1. a grade 3 or 4 at Standard Grade in Home Economics or

2. a relevant group of units in Hospitality or Home Economics or

3. acceptance after negotiation with Principal Teacher.



	Aims of Course

1. To develop skills and knowledge in the use of culinary equipment

2. To prepare and extend the use of a range of convenience foods

3. To develop an awareness of how recipes can be adapted to produce healthier dishes

4. To give insight into the potential of selected international dishes.



	Course Content

The course is divided into 2 mandatory units:

Unit 1 - Food preparation for healthy eating (40 hrs) - includes:

1 Credit
1)   selecting traditional recipes which may be considered for adaptation


2)   selecting cooking processes which enhance healthier eating


3)
Practical preparation of amended recipes and cooking methods.

Unit 2 - Foods of the World (40 hrs) - includes:

1 Credit
1) background information into cooking traditions in several countries


2) background into the conditions which have influenced these traditions, such as climate, geography, culture and technology


3) selection of a range of dishes from a specific country


4) research of commodities and dishes


5) traditional preparation and presentation of selected dishes from the specified country

Unit 3 – Practical Cookery Skills for the Hospitality Industry (40hrs) – includes:

1) Selection of appropriate techniques and equipment for different dishes

2) Using equipment appropriately and as required for the techniques in (1)

3) Knowledge and application of a range of wet and dry cookery processes

4) Knowledge and application of a range of decoration and garnishing techniques

5) Completion of safe and hygienic working practices at all times.



	Equipment, etc. used

A range of methods and techniques is included within the course - (practical skills, research, use of a variety of equipment, working in a safe hygienic manner, planning and organising work.  The techniques are taught through practical work in the classroom.



	Homework

Planning and organising work is part of the course and will mainly be done as homework.  It is essential to the completion of the course.

	TO GAIN THE AWARD OF THE COURSE, ALL UNIT ASSESSMENTS MUST BE PASSED AS WELL AS THE EXTERNAL ACCESSMENT.

Assessment  

Internal -


1. Combines both practical and theoretical activity.

Opportunities to resit all internal assessments will be available


Assessment Continued:

External 

Students will be required to carry out a practical assignment under controlled conditions 

The Assignment will:

· Incorporate a range of techniques, equipment, processes and ingredients

· Involve the preparation of 4 portions of 3 different dishes within a 2 ½ hour period and will include one healthy food dish and one dish from a specified country

· Be assessed using a checklist which will record attainment in:

· planning

· basic skills

· work flow

· control of cookery processes

· dish requirements

· safety aspects

· hygiene practices

Students must achieve the required internal assessments for the component units as well as the external exam to provide a basis for grading the course.



	Progression

Hospitality at Higher level or other courses at Intermediate 2 taught at colleges of further education.



	Other

This Course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop problem solving, personal and inter-personal skills and knowledge related to hospitality.  It is concerned with preparing students for a wide range of occupations within the catering industry and providing the necessary transferable skills to meet the needs of the industry.

N.B.  Christmas leavers would achieve no unit outcomes due to the nature of the course, therefore should think seriously about this as a subject choice.

Numbers are occasionally limited therefore priority will be given to students progressing from Standard Grade, Intermediate 1 and students wishing to pursue a career in the Hospitality and Tourism Industry.
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	Course Title -
French/German

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications
· Students would normally be expected to have attained credit passes at grade 1 or 2 in all four skills at standard grade.

· Students who have successfully completed Intermediate 2 in S5 may progress to the Higher course in S6.

	Aims of Course

· To develop competence in the four skills of Speaking, Writing, Reading and Listening in familiar contexts.

· To continue the progressive development of knowledge about language.

· To develop independent learning skills.



	Course Content
The course is divided into 2 Units (Unit 1: 2 credits/Unit 2: 1 credit).

Unit 1:  Language
This Unit covers 3 broad themes:

· Lifestyles (family; friends; society; leisure; healthy living).

· Education and Work (school; careers).

· The wider world (holidays and travel; tourism).

Through reading and listening, students acquire the knowledge required for discussion of the topic.  Views will be expressed orally and in writing.

Unit 2: Extended reading and viewing:
Students will read a short novel written for native French/German speakers or study a film and transcript in the foreign language.

	Information Technology
Pupils will be encouraged to make use of the Internet and VLE for independent study and to re-draft written work using word processing.



	Homework
Regular completion of homework will be a very important aspect of the course.  For example students will be expected to learn grammar and vocabulary and phrases thoroughly, complete reading assignments from the novel, prepare for speaking tests and complete written tasks.  Pupils should have access at home to a reasonably large bilingual dictionary for the purposes of homework and independent study.



	Assessment
A.
In school assessments:


Unit 1:
1 listening test and 1 reading test on any of the 3 themes.



1 speaking test which will cover topics from 2 themes.


Unit 2:
1 writing test - (based on study of the novel/film).


Opportunities to resit all assessments will be available if required.

B.
The external exam consists of:
1 test in listening (20%).





1 test in reading (30%).





2 tests in writing (25%).

The speaking test done in unit 1 will also count towards the final course award (25%).



	Progression
a)
Further study:


(i)
School:  Advanced Higher will be available for those who wish to continue with French/German.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:




A wide range of arts, science, law and business courses accept this Higher.

b)
Career:



A working knowledge of a modern language is a useful additional skill in many areas of employment.


	Course Title – French/German

Course Level – Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

· Students would normally be expected to have attained general passes at grade 3 or 4 in all four language skills at standard grade.

	Aims of Course

To develop further competence in the four language skills; Speaking, Writing, Reading and Listening with a possible preparation for Higher French/German in S6.

	Course Content

The course is divided into 2 units:  (Unit 1: 2 credits/Unit 2: 1 credit)

Unit 1: Language – This unit covers 3 broad themes:

· Lifestyles (family/friends/leisure/daily routine)

· Education and Work (school/college and work)

· The Wider World (holiday/travel/tourism)

Unit 2: Personal Communication – Based on the themes of Lifestyles and Education and Work, students will learn to write personal responses to letters written in French/German.

or

Unit 2: Language and Work – Students will use language in a vocational context, the focus being on writing.

or

Unit 2:  Extended Reading and Viewing – The focus of study will be on written text(s) and possibly a linked film or video.

	Information Technology

Students will be encouraged to make use of the internet and VLE and to re-draft written work using word processing.

	Homework

Regular completion of homework will be an essential part of the course.  For example students will have to prepare reading passages, do grammar exercises, learn vocabulary and phrases, prepare for speaking etc.  Students should have access to a French/German – English dictionary for use at home.

	Assessment

A
INTERNAL
Unit 1
1 listening and 1 reading test on any of the 3 themes.




1 speaking test covering topics from two themes.



Unit 2
(Personal Communication) – 1 writing test.




(Language and Work) – 1 writing test (1 x business letter, 1 x e-mail)

                                                   (Extended Reading and Viewing) – 1 writing test



Opportunities to resit all assessments will be available if required.

B
EXTERNAL
1 test listening (20%)



1 test reading (30%)



1 test writing (20%)


The speaking test for Unit 1 counts towards the final course award (30%)

	Progression

(a) Further study

Higher French/German is available the following year for those who successfully complete this course.

(b) Career

A working knowledge of French/German is a useful additional skill in many areas of employment.




	Course Title – French/German

Course Level – Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

· Students are expected to have attained a pass in Higher French/German.

	Aims of Course

· To enhance further competence in the four skills of Speaking, Writing, Reading and Listening.

· To increase awareness of current affairs in French/German speaking countries.

· To introduce in-depth study of French/German literature.

· To encourage independent study.

	Course Content

· The course is divided into 2 Units (Unit 1: 2 credits; Unit 2: 1 credit)

Unit 1 - Language – this unit covers 3 broad themes:

· Personal and social issues.

· Topical and cultural issues.

· Environmental issues.

Unit 2 - Extended Reading

· Students will study 2 literary texts.

· Students may select a background topic for independent study as an alternative to the second literary text.  The topic should relate to a French/German speaking country.  It can be chosen from one of the following areas: geography, history, politics, economics, music, the arts.

	Information Technology

Students will be encouraged to use the internet, VLE and French Scholar materials on-line for research purposes and to redraft written work using word processing.

	Homework

Various regular homework tasks are essential to the successful completion of the course.  For example students will have to prepare the literary text for discussion in class, do grammar exercises, prepare and write essays (see below), prepare speaking presentations, study current affairs in French/German speaking countries, do research on the background topic etc.

	Assessment

A
Internal

Unit 1 
1 listening test and 1 reading test on any of the 3 themes.





1 speaking test which will cover topics from the language themes.


Unit 2  
1 piece of writing in the foreign language on the literary text.  


Opportunities to resit assessments will be available if required.

B
External
1.  Speaking test in February/March with visiting examiner (25%).



2.  Folio Writing: Essays in English, 2 for literature, 1 for background topic (15%)



3.  Exam in May/June:
One test in listening/discursive writing (35%)




One test in translating/reading comprehension (25%).





	Progression

(a) Further/Higher Education

The Advanced Higher provides a solid foundation for further study of French/German at University.

(b) Career

A deeper knowledge of French/German is a useful additional skill in many areas of employment.


	Course Title -
Mandarin Chinese

Course Level -
Access 3/ Intermediate 1

	Entry Qualifications
· No particular requirements – it’s not necessary to be good at other languages e.g. French or German, since Mandarin is very different and often requires different skills.



	Aims of Course

· To develop some competence in the four skills of Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing in familiar contexts.

· To develop some knowledge about a non-European language.

· To develop independent learning skills.



	Course Content
The course is divided into 3 Units:

       Personal Language (personal identification, house/home town, free time, daily routine)
       Transactional Language (shopping, eating out, travel, accommodation).

       The Wider World (dates, café/rest, shops, travel, hospitality).



	Information Technology
Pupils will be encouraged to make use of the Internet and other, school-based resources for independent study and to write some work using word processing.



	Homework
Regular completion of homework will be a very important aspect of the course.  For example students will be expected to learn grammar and vocabulary and phrases thoroughly, complete reading assignments l, prepare for speaking tests and complete written tasks.  Pupils will be given recommendations on which dictionaries are useful for the purposes of homework and independent study.  Extra time in particular needs to be given to learning Chinese written characters.



	Assessment
There are a number of assessments for Access 3, internally marked.

For Intermediate 1, there are class assessments, and Nabs to pass before taking the externally marked exams.



	Progression
a)
Further study:


(i)
School:  Those in S5 will be able to continue in S6, doing Intermediate 1 if Access 3 was attained 
                  in S5, with a possibility of Intermediate 2 for those achieving Intermediate 1. in S5, with a 
                  possibility of Intermediate 2 for those achieving Intermediate 1.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education: A degree in Mandarin Chinese is offered at various universities, 
                  including the University of Edinburgh.  
b)
Career:



A working knowledge of a modern language is a useful additional skill in many areas of employment,
        and mandarin is becoming increasingly popular.
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	Course Title - 
Mathematics

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Standard Grade Mathematics Credit award.  (Minimum required is 2.2)

or

Intermediate 2 Mathematics A or B pass.



	Aims of Course

As with all Mathematics courses, Higher Mathematics aims to build upon and extend candidates’ mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding in a way that recognises problem solving as an essential skill and enables them to integrate their knowledge of different aspects of the course.



	Course Content

The syllabus is designed to build upon prior learning in the areas of algebra, geometry and trigonometry, and to introduce candidates to elementary calculus.

Mathematics 1 (H), 2 (H), and 3 (H) are progressive units, each unit covering the range of mathematical topics described above.



	Equipment, etc. used

A scientific calculator is essential with a graphic calculator an advantage in the area of curve sketching.



	Homework

This is seen as an integral part of the course and candidates must accept that regular homework must be completed.



	Assessment

· Three unit assessments (internal) (45 minutes each).

· External assessment at the end of the course.

Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes (non-calculator)

Paper 2: 1 hour 10 - minutes.



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Advanced Higher Mathematics.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:


The course can be an important component of a group award or used to gain entry to a Higher Education institution.

(b)
Career


The course has obvious relevance for candidates with interests in fields such as Commerce, Engineering and Science where the Mathematics learned will be put to direct uses.




	Course Title - 
Mathematics

Course Level -
Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Standard Grade Mathematics Grade 3.



	Aims of Course

As with all Mathematics courses, Mathematics Intermediate 2 aims to build upon and extend candidates’ mathematics in a way that recognises problem solving as an essential skill and enables them to integrate their knowledge of different aspects of the subject.



	Course Content

The syllabus is designed to build upon and extend candidates’ previous mathematical learning in the areas of arithmetic, algebra, geometry, trigonometry and statistics.



	Equipment, etc. used

A scientific calculator is essential.



	Homework

This is seen as an integral part of the course and candidates must accept that regular homework must be completed.



	Assessment

· Three unit assessments of 45 minutes each (internal).

· External assessment at the end of the course.


Paper 1: 45 minutes (non-calculator)


Paper 2: 1 hour and 30 minutes.



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Higher Mathematics.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:



Part of entrance qualifications to further courses.




	Course Title - 
Mathematics

Course Level -
Intermediate 1

	Entry Qualifications

Standard Grade Mathematics Grade 4 or 5.



	Aims of Course

As with all Mathematics courses, Mathematics Intermediate 1 aims to build upon and extend candidates’ mathematics in a way that recognises problem solving as an essential skill and enables them to integrate their knowledge of different aspects of the subject.



	Course Content

The syllabus is designed to build upon and extend candidates’ previous mathematical learning, to introduce them to the areas of algebra and elementary statistics and to introduce trigonometry and further extend algebraic methods.



	Equipment, etc. used

A scientific calculator is essential.



	Homework

This is seen as an integral part of the course and candidates must accept that regular homework must be completed.



	Assessment

· Three unit assessments of 45 minutes each (internal) .

· External assessment at the end of the course.


Paper 1: 35 minutes (non-calculator)


Paper 2: 55 minutes.



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Intermediate 2 Mathematics.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:



Part of entrance qualifications to further courses.




	Course Title - Applied Mathematics

Course Level  - Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Higher Mathematics course award.



	Aims of Course

Through the study of units chosen from Mechanics, Numerical Analysis and Statistics, the focus within the course is placed firmly on applications of Mathematics to real-life contexts and the formulation and interpretation of mathematical models.



	Course Content

For this coming session the units on offer are:  Mechanics 1, Mechanics 2 and Mathematics for Applied Mathematics



	Equipment, etc. used
Graphic calculator is an advantage.



	Homework

This is seen as an integral part of the course and candidates must accept that regular homework has to be completed.



	Assessment

Three unit assessments (internal)

External assessment at the end of the course.



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


Further/Higher Education:


Part of entrance requirements to and/or knowledge for further courses.

(b) Career

The course has relevance in areas such as engineering and science.




	Course Title - 
Mathematics

Course Level -
Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Higher Mathematics course award.



	Aims of Course

To build upon and extend candidates’ mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding in a way that requires problem solving as an essential skill and enables them to integrate their knowledge of different aspects of the subject.



	Course Content

The syllabus is designed to build upon prior learning in the areas of algebra, geometry and calculus.  Mathematics 1 (AH), 2 (AH) and 3 (AH) are progressive units.



	Equipment, etc. used
Graphic calculator is an advantage.



	Homework

This is seen as an integral part of the course and candidates must accept that regular homework has to be completed.



	Assessment

Three unit assessments (internal)

External assessment at the end of the course.



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


Further/Higher Education:


Part of entrance requirements to and/or knowledge for further courses.

(b) Career

The course has relevance in areas such as engineering and science.
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	Course Title - Music


Course Level - Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained a grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade or Intermediate 2 in Music in S5

	Aims of Course

The study of music contributes to:

-
The development of important skills, which are applicable to a whole range of personal, social, vocational and educational contexts. 

-
The development of knowledge and understanding of Music.

	Course Content

There are two routes to Course Assessment:  Music with Performing and Music with Technology.  Each of these routes has two components, with mark allocations as shown below.  The Question Paper is common to both routes.  The composition folio must be passed in order to gain the course award.

Music with Performing route
Question Paper                                               40 marks

Performing on two instruments                     60 marks

Music with Technology route

Question Paper                                              40 marks

Folio consisting of recorded performances on one instrument/voice 

+ 1 MIDI Sequenced composition supported by a session log

Or

Folio consisting of recorded performances on one instrument/voice 

+ stereo master recording of 2 pieces supported by a session log                     60 marks



	Equipment, etc. used
A range of musical instruments and associated music technology equipment (synthesisers, music computer programmes, multi-track tape recording).



	Homework
Various homework tasks are essential to the successful completion of the course.  These may take the form of compositional exercises and inventions, instrumental practice and investigative listening.

	Assessment
A combination of internal and external assessments.

Candidates are required to:

-
Perform music in various styles, solo and/or in groups.  There should be at least two contrasting pieces of music lasting 10 minutes in total for Instrument/Voice 1 (Associated Board Grade 4), and 5 minutes in total for Instrument/Voice 2 (Associated Board Grade 4).

-
Demonstrate the creative use of compositional techniques through providing an audio folio of compositions with score/performance plan(s) and aided by a programme note, lasting a minimum of 2 minutes in total.

-      Demonstrate discriminatory awareness of musical concepts by responding critically to music.  This will

       take the form of a combination of listening tests and a course log

Students must pass the required internal assessments as well as the external examinations to provide a basis for grading the course award.

	Progression
a)
Curriculum

(i)      Advanced Higher will be available for those wishing to continue their studies.

(ii)    A wide range of arts courses accepts this Higher.  More information is available from Mr Ferguson.


	Course Title - Music


Course Level – Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained a grade 3 or 4 at Standard Grade or an Intermediate 1 in Music in S5

	Aims of Course

The study of music contributes to:

-
The development of important skills, which are applicable to a whole range of personal, social, vocational and educational contexts. 

-
The development of knowledge and understanding of Music.

	Course Content

There are two routes to Course Assessment:  Music with Performing and Music with Technology.  Each of these routes has two components, with mark allocations as shown below.  The Question Paper is common to both routes.  The composition folio must be passed in order to gain the course award.

Music with Performing route
Question Paper                                               40 marks

Performing on two instruments                     60 marks

Music with Technology route

Question Paper                                              40 marks

Folio consisting of recorded performances on one instrument/voice 

+ 1 MIDI Sequenced composition supported by a session log

Or

Folio  consisting of recorded performances on one instrument/voice 

+ stereo master recording of 2 pieces supported by a session log                     60 marks

	Equipment, etc. used
A range of musical instruments and associated music technology equipment (synthesisers, music computer programmes, multi-track tape recording).

	Homework
Various homework tasks are essential to the successful completion of the course.  These may take the form of compositional exercises and inventions, instrumental practice and investigative listening.

	Assessment
A combination of internal and external assessments.

Candidates are required to:

-
Perform music in various styles, solo and/or in groups.  There should be at least two contrasting pieces of music lasting 4 minutes in total for Instrument/Voice 1 (Associated Board Grade 3), and 4 minutes in total for Instrument/Voice 2 (Associated Board Grade 3), on a different instrument.

-
Demonstrate the creative use of compositional techniques through providing an audio folio of compositions with score/performance plan(s) and aided by a programme note, lasting a minimum of 11/2 minutes in total. 

-
Demonstrate discriminatory awareness of musical concepts by responding critically to music.  This will take the form of a combination of listening tests and a course log.  

Students must pass the required internal assessments as well as the external examinations to provide a basis for grading the course award.

	Progression
a)
Curriculum

(i)       Higher will be available for those wishing to continue their studies.

(ii)     A wide range of arts courses accepts this Int 2.  More information is available from Mr Ferguson.


	Course Title - Music


Course Level – Intermediate 1

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained a grade 5 or 6 at Standard Grade, or already play one instrument.

	Aims of Course

The study of music contributes to:

-
The development of important skills, which are applicable to a whole range of personal, social, vocational and educational contexts. 

-
The development of knowledge and understanding of Music.

	Course Content

There are two routes to Course Assessment:  Music with Performing and Music with Technology.  Each of these routes has two components, with mark allocations as shown below.  The Question Paper is common to both routes.  The composition folio must be passed in order to gain the course award.

Music with Performing route
Question Paper                                               40 marks

Performing on two instruments                     60 marks

Music with Technology route

Question Paper                                              40 marks

Folio consisting of recorded performances on one instrument/voice 

+ 1 MIDI Sequenced composition supported by a session log

Or

Folio consisting of recorded performances on one instrument/voice 

+ stereo master recording of 2 pieces supported by a session log                     60 marks

	Equipment, etc. used
A range of musical instruments and associated music technology equipment (synthesisers, music computer programmes, multi-track tape recording).

	Homework
Various homework tasks are essential to the successful completion of the course.  These may take the form of compositional exercises and inventions, instrumental practice and investigative listening.

	Assessment
A combination of internal and external assessments.

Candidates are required to:

-
Perform music in various styles, solo and/or in groups.  There should be at least two contrasting pieces of music lasting 4 minutes in total for Instrument/Voice 1 (Associated Board Grade 2), and 4 minutes in total for Instrument/Voice 2 (Associated Board Grade 2) on a different instrument.

-
Demonstrate the creative use of compositional techniques through providing an audio folio of compositions with score/performance plan(s) and aided by a programme note, lasting a minimum of 1 minute in total. 

-
Demonstrate discriminatory awareness of musical concepts by responding critically to music.  This will take the form of a combination of listening tests and a course log.  

Students must pass the required internal assessments as well as the external examinations to provide a basis for grading the course award.

	Progression
a)
Curriculum

(i)      Intermediate 2 will be available for those wishing to continue their studies.

(ii)    A wide range of arts courses accept this Int 1. More information is available from Mr Ferguson.


	Course Title - Music


Course Level – Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained a grade C at Higher Grade.

	Aims of Course

The study of music contributes to:

-
The development of important skills, which are applicable to a whole range of personal, social, vocational and educational contexts. 

· The development of knowledge and understanding of Music.

	Course Content

There are two routes to Course Assessment:  Music with Performing and Music with Technology.  Each of these routes has two components, with mark allocations as shown below.  The Question Paper is common to both routes.  The composition folio must be passed in order to gain the course award.

Music with Performing route
Question Paper                                               40 marks

Performing on two instruments                     60 marks

Music with Technology route

Question Paper                                              40 marks

Folio consisting of recorded performances on one instrument/voice 

+ 1 MIDI Sequenced composition supported by a session log

Or

Folio  consisting of recorded performances on one instrument/voice 

+ stereo master recording of 2 pieces supported by a session log                     60 marks

	Equipment, etc. used
A range of musical instruments and associated music technology equipment (synthesisers, music computer programmes, multi-track tape recording).

	Homework
Various homework tasks are essential to the successful completion of the course.  These may take the form of compositional exercises and inventions, instrumental practice and investigative listening.

	Assessment
A combination of internal and external assessments.

Candidates are required to:

-
Perform music in various styles, solo and/or in groups.  There should be at least two contrasting pieces of music lasting 15 minutes in total for Instrument/Voice 1(Associated Board Grade 5), and 10 minutes in total for Instrument/Voice 2 (Associated Board Grade 5).

-
Demonstrate the creative use of compositional techniques through providing an audio folio of compositions with score/performance plan(s) and aided by a programme note, lasting a minimum of 3 minutes in total.

-      Demonstrate discriminatory awareness of musical concepts by responding critically to music.  This will

       take the form of a combination of listening tests and a course log.  Candidates also must produce a

       commentary of 1500 words on related music    

Students must pass the required internal assessments as well as the external examinations to provide a basis for grading the course award.

	Progression
a)
Curriculum

(i)
A wide range of arts courses accept this Advanced Higher.  More information is available from Mr Ferguson.
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	Course Title -
Physical Education

Course Level -
Higher/Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications
For Higher, students must have obtained a pass at Intermediate 2 and/or Standard Grade pass at Credit with a 1, 2 in the three assessable elements. For Intermediate 2, students must have obtained a Standard Grade pass at Credit or General with a 1, 2, 3 or 4 in the three assessable elements. Students must also have an excellent record of participation in PE and be competent in the prescribed activities.  At present the activities may include hockey, basketball, badminton and football.  Students wishing to do H/Int 2 PE who have not previously done Standard Grade should see Mr Erskine.



	Aims of Course
The course aims to enhance a student’s ability to:

1. demonstrate competence in performance.

2. describe and explain performance.

3. develop critical thinking and decision making skills.

4. enrich their own personal and social development through participation.

5. 

	Course Content
The course comprises of two units - Performance (60 hours), Analysis of Performance (60 hours). The course allows for 40 hours over and above the 120 hours for induction, extending the range of learning and teaching approaches and preparation for external assessment.

Performance - The student is required to develop his/her performance from a minimum of two activities selected by the Department after consultation with the class.

Analysis and Development of Performance - The student is required to observe and reflect upon performance then apply their understanding to effect improvement.  There are 4 areas of study - Preparation of the Body, Skills and Techniques, Structures and Strategies, Performance Appreciation. Students are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in a minimum of three areas of analysis.



	Equipment, etc. used
All equipment relevant to safe continuity of sports chosen, Fitness testing equipment, Weight training machines, Video / Still Camera, Computer, CD Rom.

	Homework
Students will be issued with a series of exercises between September and March.  They will keep a record of work done in class, which should be supported by extended reading.



	Assessment
Performance will be internally assessed and externally moderated.  This will contribute towards 40% of the overall mark.

Analysis of Performance will be externally assessed by a written paper lasting 2½ hours for Higher and 2 hours for Intermediate 2 and will contribute towards 60% of the overall mark for Higher and 50% for Intermediate 2.



	Progression
a)
Further/Higher Education: 


          The course will be suited to those who wish to use the Award as entry requirements for College or 

           University courses whilst studying Physical Education to an advanced level.

b)
Career

The course will provide the student with relevant qualifications to enter the Sport and Leisure industry, Instructing or teaching.
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	Course Title -
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS)

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Ideally students who have attained Grades 1-3 at Standard Grade, but individual cases will be considered in relation to the general S4 Religious Education course.



	Aims of Course

To enable students to reflect on their own experience, beliefs and values.

To develop the ability to evaluate the contemporary relevance of Religion to Society.



	Course Content

Unit 1 – World Religion - Christianity (1 credit)

Including: Death and Afterlife, The person of Jesus

Unit 2 – Morality in the Modern World – War & Peace (1 credit)

Including: The Ethics of War, Pacifism

Unit 3 – Christianity and Science (1 credit)

Including: Evolution-Creation, Origin of mankind



	Equipment, etc. used

A range of resources will be used including textbooks, worksheets and video.  Methodology will include numerous opportunities for discussion and the possibility of a few excursions.

Methodology will include numerous opportunities for discussion.

	Homework

Homework will focus largely on completion of assignments as well as finishing off class exercises.

	Assessment

Unit Assessments

These structured assessments, worth 40 marks will accompany each unit and must be passed (although re-testing is necessary).

Final Exam

2 papers

Paper 1 – 80 marks, 1 hour 50 minutes , covering topics 2 and 3

Paper 2 – 40 marks, 55 minutes, covering topic 1

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Advanced Higher is available in S6.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:  RMPS Higher is particularly relevant for those students thinking of Degree courses in Philosophy, Psychology, Theology etc.

(b)
Career


The RMPS course provides a good basis for a number of careers especially those involving the Caring Professions, e.g. Personnel Management, Social Work, Nursing, Counselling etc.




.

	Course Title -
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS)

Course Level –Intermediate 2 

	Entry Qualifications

Usually we require at least a grade 4 at Standard Grade, but individual cases will be considered in relation to the general Religious Education Course.



	Aims of Course

To enable students to reflect on their own experience, beliefs and values.

To develop the ability to evaluate the contemporary relevance of Religion to Society.



	Course Content

Unit 1 – World Religion - Christianity (1 credit)

Including: Death and Afterlife, The person of Jesus

Unit 2 – Morality in the Modern World – War & Peace (1 credit)

Including: Genetic Engineering, Euthanasia

Unit 3 – Christianity and Science (1 credit)

Including: Evolution-Creation, Origin of mankind



	Equipment, etc. used

A range of resources will be used including textbooks, worksheets and video.  Methodology will include numerous opportunities for discussion and the possibility of a few excursions.



	Homework

Homework will focus largely on completion of assignments as well as finishing off class exercises.

	Assessment

Unit Assessments

These structured assessments, worth 40 marks will accompany each unit and must be passed (although re-testing is necessary).

Final Exam

1 Paper

3 Sections, worth 30 marks each, 2 hours long

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Higher RMPS is available in S6.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:  RMPS Intermediate 2 is particularly relevant for those students thinking of a possible Degree course in Philosophy, Psychology, Theology etc.

(b)
Career


The RMPS course provides a good basis for a number of careers especially those involving the Caring Professions, e.g. Personnel Management, Social Work, Nursing, Counselling etc.
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	Course Title - Biology


Course Level  - Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained:-

1. Standard Grade Biology (KU and PS) grade 1, 2 or 

2. Intermediate 2 Biology at A/B pass

	Aims of Course

Students will acquire:-

1. Knowledge and Understanding of Biological facts, concepts and techniques and understand the applications of Biology in society and industry.

2. Problem Solving Skills.

3. Practical abilities associated with Biology.

4. An interest in Biology and an awareness of the decisions, which affect our environment and well being. 

	Course Content

The course is divided into 3 units:-

1. Cell Biology (1 Credit)

2. Genetics and Adaptation  (1 Credit)

3. Control and Regulation    (1 Credit)

	Equipment, etc. used

Students use a variety of biological techniques and carry out a range of experiments including osmosis experiments, DNA isolation, breeding fruit flies for Genetics, plant growth under the influence of hormones and transpiration experiments.  Computer simulations and data capture techniques are used.

	Homework

Students are expected to complete written homework weekly.  This includes Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving questions and extended response questions.  In addition it is very important that they carry out background reading and individual study using their own initiative.

	Assessment

The unit assessment at the end of each of the three topics contain KU and PS questions and are marked out of 40 marks.  The tests last one 53 minute period and take place in October, January and April.  There is a ‘prelim’ examination in January/February.  Opportunities to resit the unit assessments are provided as required.  One unit practical report must be submitted for an overall pass of the units. 

Students must achieve a pass in all the unit assessments as well as pass the external examination lasting 2½ hours to be awarded a course certificate.

	Progression

a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Advanced Higher Biology


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:
HNC, HND, Degree, SVQ Level 3.

b)
Career


A Higher Biology qualification is a valuable part of a broad education and currency for entry into Further Education, both for Science and non-Science courses.  The range of topics covered allows progression into medicine, nursing, biotechnology, forensic medicine, forestry, agriculture, marine biology, conservation and many other careers.


	Course Title - Human Biology


Course Level   - Higher 


	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be expected to have attained:-

1.  Standard Grade Biology (KU and PS) grade 1, 2 or

2.  Intermediate 2 Biology at A/B pass

	Aims of Course
Students will acquire:-

1. Knowledge and Understanding of Biological facts, concepts and techniques and understand the applications of Biology in society and industry.

2. Problem Solving Skills.

3. Practical Abilities associated with Biology.

4. An interest in Biology and an awareness of the decisions which affect our environment and well being.

	Course Content
The course is divided into 3 units:-

1.  Cell Function and Inheritance (1 Credit)

2.  The Continuation of Life (1 Credit)

3.  Behaviour, Populations and the Environment. (1 Credit)

	Equipment, etc. used

Students use a variety of biological techniques and carry out a range of experiments including membrane  experiments, enzyme experiments, the biochemistry of carbohydrates, experiments on memory span and learning and the breeding of fruit flies for Genetics.  Computer simulations and data capture techniques are used.

	Homework
Students are expected to complete written homework weekly. This includes Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving questions and extended response questions.  In addition it is very important that students carry out background reading and individual study on their own initiative.

	Assessment
The unit assessments at the end of each of the three topics contain KU and PS questions and are marked out of 40 marks.  The tests last one 53 minute period and take place in October, January and April.  There is a ‘prelim’ examination in January/February.  Opportunities to resit the unit assessments are provided as required.

One unit practical report must be submitted for an overall pass of the units.

Students must achieve a pass in all the internal assessments as well as the external examinations lasting 2½ hours, to be awarded a course certificate.

	Progression
a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Advanced Higher Biology


(ii)
Further/Higher Education: 
HNC, HND, Degree, SVQ Level 3.

b)
Career


A Higher Human Biology qualification is a valuable part of a broad education and currency for entry into Further Education for both Science and non-Science courses.


Human Biology gives specialist knowledge well suited to careers in the ‘caring professions’ nursing, physiotherapy, sports science, social work, medicine, teaching and many others.




	Course Title - Biology


Course Level   - Intermediate 2


	Entry Qualifications  

Students would normally be expected to have attained either:-  

1. Standard Grade Biology (KU and PS) grade 3/4 or

2. Standard Grade Physics or Chemistry (KU and PS) grade 1, 2, 3 or

3. Standard Grade Science (KU and PS) grade 1, 2, 3 or

4. Intermediate 1 Biology grade A/B

	Aims of Course

Students will acquire:-

1. Knowledge and Understanding of biological facts, concepts and techniques and understand the applications of Biology in society and industry.

2. Problem Solving Skills.

3. Practical abilities associated with Biology.

4. An interest in Biology and an awareness of the decisions, which affect our environment and well being.

	Course Content

The course is divided into three units:-

1. Living Cells (1 Credit)

2. Environmental Biology and Genetics (1 Credit)

3. Animal Physiology (1 Credit)

	Equipment, etc. used

Students use a variety of biological techniques and carry out a range of experiments including animal behaviour, enzyme experiments, plant growth experiments and photosynthesis experiments.  Video material and computer simulations are used.

	Homework

Students are expected to complete weekly written homework.  This includes KU and PS questions and extended response questions.  In addition it is very important that they carry out background reading and individual study using their own initiative.

	Assessment

The unit assessments at the end of each of three topics contain KU and PS questions.  Each test is marked out of 40 and lasts for a 53 minute period.  The unit assessments take place in October, January and April.  There will be opportunities to resit the unit assessments if required.

There will be a Prelim examination in February.  One unit practical report must be submitted for an overall pass of the units.

Students must achieve the internal unit assessments as well as pass the 2 hour external examination to be awarded a course certificate.



	Progression

a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Higher Human Biology or Higher Biology


(ii)
Further/Higher Education: HNC, SVQ Level 2

b)
Career


Intermediate 2 provides a general qualification in preparation for Higher Biology/Human Biology or progression into a Science or other course in Further Education.  Students also use this qualification to seek employment.




	Course Title – Biology

Course Level – Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained an award in Higher Biology or Higher Human Biology.

	Aims of Course

Students acquire:

1. Knowledge and Understanding of biological facts, concepts and techniques and understand the applications of Biology in society and industry.

2. Problem Solving Skills.

3. Practical Abilities associated with Biology.

4. An interest in Biology and an awareness of the issues affecting our environment and well being.

	Course Content

The course is divided into 2 compulsory units:

1. Cell and Molecular Biology (1 Credit)

2. Environmental Biology (1 Credit)

Also one optional unit chosen from:

Biotechnology, Animal Behaviour (0.5 Credit).  Also an investigation (Project) (0.5 Credit)

	Equipment, etc. used

Students use a wide variety of biological techniques both in the laboratory and during fieldwork.  Computers are used for simulations and data capture and analysis.

Experiments include, DNA isolation, gel electrophoresis, microbiology and animal behaviour.

Specific techniques may be learnt for the Investigation.

	Homework

In addition to answering exemplar questions for both KU and PS and writing essays, students are expected to read widely around the topics and their chosen area of Investigation.  Preparation of a scientific report on the Investigation is also required.

	Assessment

The unit assessments at the end of each of the three topics will include both KU and PS questions.  The test will last one 53 minute period.  The unit assessments will take place in October, January and April and there will be a January ‘prelim’ examination.  There will be opportunities to resit the unit assessments as required.

A unit practical report must be submitted, as well as the Investigation Report.  To gain a course award the student must pass the unit assessments and the external examination and the Investigation (20% of total).

	Progression

(a) Curriculum

Further/Higher Education

HNC, HND or Degree

(b) Career

In future this course may earn credits during the early part of a Further Education course.  The course provides valuable experience of scientific concepts and techniques and provides opportunities for pupils to use their own initiative.  The content is useful for careers in any aspect of Biology or as part of the general education.


	Course Title - 
Chemistry

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Pupils should have attained a Standard Grade Chemistry award at Grade 1 or 2 in both Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving or an Intermediate 2 award at Grade A or B together with Standard Grade Maths at Grade 1 or 2 or Intermediate 2 Maths.



	Aims of Course

· To acquire Knowledge and Understanding of chemical facts, ideas and theories and how they can be applied in industry and society in general.

· To enhance skills of analysis and problem solving and to increase those skills associated with experimental work.

· To develop informed attitudes towards all aspects of Chemistry in society.



	Course Content

The course is divided into three units:

Unit 1: Energy Matters – investigating the control of reaction rates, discovering the effect of bonding on the behaviour of chemicals, considering the energy changes in reactions.

Unit 2: World of Carbon – studying the central role of carbon in our modern world.

Unit 3: Chemical Reactions – looking at the importance of the chemical industry to society, introducing nuclear chemistry, studying pH and chemical equilibrium.



	Equipment, etc. used

Chemistry is a practical subject.  Pupils will be expected to apply their practical skills to a wide range of experimental work and to learn new techniques of analysis using less familiar apparatus and chemicals.  There will be opportunities to use IT throughout the course.



	Homework

Homework plays a very important part in every chemistry course.  It fosters good study skills, reinforces classwork and indicates areas of difficulty to both the pupil and teacher.  Homework will be set at regular intervals by the course teacher.  The nature of the exercise may include: knowledge and understanding questions and problems to solve, reading, revision exercises, summarising notes, watching science programmes and completing class work.  Pupils are expected to complete all homework on time.



	Assessment

Unit assessments – at the end of each unit (8-10 weeks), marked out of 30, lasting 45 minutes.

Prescribed Practical Activities – one written experimental report per course.

Mini-tests – within each unit to indicate pupil progress.

Prelim – to predict possible level of achievement in the course exam.

Course exam – two parts, I, II, lasting 1 and 1½ hours respectively.

Pupils must achieve passes in the unit assessments as well as the course exam to gain a grade A-C.



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Advanced Higher Chemistry


(ii)
Further/Higher Education:



Higher Chemistry is an essential prerequisite for several science based courses and is a desirable qualification for many other degree or college based courses.

(b)
Career


A huge variety of careers is open to pupils who have achieved Chemistry Higher.  The skills learned within Chemistry help to equip pupils for a number of jobs: Chemist, Pharmacist, Lab Technician, Environmental Scientist, Chemical Engineer, Medical Practitioner, Vet, Pharmacologist and many, many more.




	Course Title - 
Chemistry

Course Level -
Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Pupils should have attained a Standard Grade Chemistry award at grade 3 or 4 in both Knowledge & Understanding and Problem Solving.  This course is also open to pupils who have attained a Standard Grade Physics, Biology or Science award at grade 1, 2 or 3 in both Knowledge & Understanding and Problem Solving, together with Standard Grade Maths at grade 3 or 4.

	Aims of Course

· To acquire knowledge and understanding of chemical facts, theories, symbols and how these can be applied in society.

· To enhance problem solving skills and provide opportunities to practise and develop practical skills.

· To promote positive attitudes towards the environment and the impact of Chemistry upon it.

	Course Content

The course is divided into three units:

Unit 1: Building Blocks – an in-depth study of elements, compounds and mixtures, studying atoms and how they react.

Unit 2: Carbon Compounds – studying the variety of carbon compounds, which exist, their properties and their uses in society.

Unit 3: Acids, Bases and Metals – looking at the nature of acids and bases and their reactions, investigating metals, extraction and reactions.

	Equipment, etc. used

Experiments are used in Chemistry to illustrate the theory, which is being taught.  There is a number of different practical activities integrated into the three course units, which will develop pupils’ existing practical skills.  IT opportunities will be available throughout the course.

	Homework

The course teacher sets homework regularly.  It aims to foster good study habits, to reinforce pupil understanding and build confidence and to assist in identifying areas of weakness and strength.  Homework exercises may include: completion of questions, summarising notes, reading, revising and preparing work depending on the nature of the unit of work.

	Assessment

Unit assessments – at the end of each unit (8-10 weeks), out of 30 marks, lasting 45 minutes.

Prescribed Practical Activities – one written experimental report per course.

Prelim – set at an appropriate time to predict possible level of achievement in the course exam.

Course exam – two papers I, II sat in June.

Pupils must achieve passes in the unit assessments as well as the course exam to gain a grade A-C.

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum

(i) School:  Higher Chemistry


(ii)
Further/Higher Education  - Advanced Higher (if Higher is completed in S6).  This award allows for progression into many courses available in further education.

(b)
Career


For the most up-to-date information available contact the careers service.


	Course Title -
Chemistry

Course Level -
Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Pupils should have attained a C pass or better in Higher level Chemistry.

	Aims of Course

· To develop the candidates’ knowledge and understanding of the physical and natural environments.

· To further develop the underlying theories of chemistry and practical skills used in a chemical laboratory.

· To enhance the skills of independent study and thought.

	Course Content

The course is divided into two units and two half units.  All units are compulsory.

Unit 1:
Electronic structure and the Periodic Table – a study of the electromagnetic spectrum, electron configuration, spectroscopy, shapes and bonding, superconductors and other factors relating to the Periodic Table. (0.5 credits).

Unit 2:
Principles of Chemical Reactions – investigating stoichiometry, equilibrium and studying thermochemistry to a greater depth. (1 credit).

Unit 3:
Organic Chemistry – studying some permeating aspects of organic chemistry, looking at the reactions of and the structural analysis of compounds, an introduction to medicinal chemistry.

Unit 4:
Chemical Investigation – to develop self motivation and practical skills on a chosen topic.

	Equipment, etc. used

There is a much larger emphasis on pupils own practical work where they will work independently using a large range of more sophisticated apparatus.  There will be opportunities to visit industrial laboratories and to use analytical tools in college laboratories.

	Homework

Homework is an essential part of this course.  In common with all Chemistry courses, it is used to foster good study habits and it allows both the pupil and teacher to identify areas of strength and weakness.  The nature of the exercise can include: SQA questions, lab reports, project work and revision work.

	Assessment

Unit Assessments – at the end of each unit (8-10 weeks) marked out of 30 lasting 45 minutes.

Prescribed Practical Activities – one lab report per course.

Prelim – a useful predictor of likely achievement in the course exam.

Course Exam – two parts lasting 2 ½ hours in total (contributes 80% of total marks).

Investigation Report – a 2000 word report on a subject of the pupil’s choosing (contributes 20% of total marks).



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


Further/Higher Education:



Advanced Higher is recognised as either a pre-requisite or a very beneficial entrance qualification for several science based courses.

(b)
Career


A huge variety of careers is open to pupils who have achieved Advanced Higher Chemistry.  The opportunity to advance laboratory skills and promote independent thought and study help to equip pupils for a number of diverse careers.




	Course Title - Physics

Course Level - Higher

	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be expected to have attained:

Standard Grade Physics- Grade 1 or 2 in Knowledge & Understanding and Problem Solving or

an  Intermediate 2 Physics Course Award 

and
Grade 1 or 2 in Standard Grade Mathematics or Intermediate 2 Mathematics.

	Aims of Course

Students should acquire:

1. an increased knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas, of techniques and of applications of physics in society

2. skill in applying their knowledge and understanding in a wide variety of theoretical and practical problem solving contexts

3. skills associated with carrying out experimental and investigative work in physics and analysing the information obtained

The present information is that students will be able to achieve the Core Skills of:

1.
Critical Thinking at Higher
2.
Planning and Organising at Higher

3.
Reviewing and Evaluating at Higher
4.
Using Graphical Information at Higher

5.
Using Number at Higher

This will give:
Problem Solving at Higher



Numeracy at Higher

The study of Higher Physics should also foster an interest in current developments in the applications of physics, the willingness to make critical and evaluative comments and the acceptance that physics is a changing subject.  Positive attitudes, such as being open minded and willing to recognise alternative points of view are promoted.

	Course Content
There are three Units in the Course:

1.
Mechanics and Properties of Matter (1 Credit)
2.
Electricity and Electronics (1 Credit)

3.
Radiation and Matter (1 Credit)

	Equipment etc, used
Electronic measuring systems with sensors, microprocessors and microcomputers are used for data capture in experiments.  Electronic circuit boards and electrical components are used in Unit 2, Lasers and spectrometers are used for the analysis of light in Unit 3.



	Homework
There are a number of homework tasks associated with the course.  These will include:

1. Completion of class activities

2. Formal marked exemplar questions 

3. Short exemplar questions

4. Write up of experimental reports

5. Preparation of revision notes

6. Learning relationships and facts



	Assessment

1. End of Unit Assessments - marked out of 30, each lasting 45 minutes.  The pass mark is 18.


A maximum of 2 reassessments on different test papers are allowed for each Unit.

2. Experiment Reports - one per Unit.

3. Course Examination - an SQA examination marked out of 90 marks and lasting 2.5 hours.  Students must have passed an assessment in each unit and successfully completed an experimental report before a Course award will be recorded on the SQA Certificate. 

4. Prelim Examinations – covering about 2 Units of work and lasting 2.5 hours to give experience of a longer assessment and evidence for SQA.

5. Department Assessments - on short topics to gain further evidence for SQA.



	Progression

Attainment of this course at a C Grade will lead to automatic award of Core Skills of:

1.
Problem Solving at Int 2

2.
Numeracy at Int 2

(a)
Curriculum

(i)
School:  Progression to Advanced Higher Physics which is recognised as being higher in level of attainment when bench marked against A level and hence is an excellent course to attain before attempting to study many courses in College and University such as Physics, Engineering and some Medical Courses.  Higher Physics nationally has one of the highest number of presentations after English and Mathematics.

(ii)
Further/Higher Education


Progression directly to College and University for Physics, Engineering and many other courses.

b)
Career


A study of Physics is required by many careers.  There are also many careers where a study of Physics provides the required experience in computational skills.  Career paths range from architecture, electronics, engineering, medicine and all the branches of Physics.  


Further information is available from Mr Lillico



	Course Title - Physics

Course Level - Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be expected to have attained:

· Either Standard Grade Physics Grade 3 or 4 in Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving or

· Standard Grade Biology or Chemistry at 1, 2 or 3 (KU or PS) or

· Standard Grade Science at 1, 2 or 3 (KU and PS) or

· Intermediate 1 Physics 

and

· Standard Grade Mathematics at 3 or 4 or

· Intermediate 1 Mathematics 



	Aims of Course
Students should acquire:

1. an increased knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas, of techniques and of applications of physics in society

2. skill in applying their knowledge and understanding in a wide variety of theoretical and practical problem solving contexts

3. skills associated with carrying out experimental and investigative work in Physics and analysing the information obtained and the Core Skills of: 


Core Skills

1.
Critical Thinking at Intermediate 2

2.
Planning and Organising at Intermediate 2


3.
Reviewing and Evaluating at Intermediate 2

4.
Using Graphical Information at Intermediate 2

5.
Using Number at Intermediate 2

The study of Intermediate 2 physics should also foster an interest in current developments in the applications of Physics, the willingness to make critical and evaluative comments and the acceptance that physics is a changing subject.  Positive attitudes, such as being open minded and willing to recognise alternative points of view are promoted.



	Course Content
There are four Units in the Course:

1.
Mechanics and Heat Int 2 (1 Credit)
2.
Electricity and Electronics Int 2 (1 Credit)

3.
Waves and Optics Int 2 (0.5 Credit)
4.
Radioactivity Int 2 (0.5 Credit)

	Equipment etc used
Electronic measuring systems with sensors, microprocessors and microcomputers are used for data capture in experiments.  Electronic circuit boards and electrical components are used in Unit 2, Lasers and spectrometers are used for the analysis of light in Unit 3.

	Homework
There are a number of homework tasks associated with the course.  These will include:

1.
Completion of class activities
2.
Formal marked exemplar questions 

3.
Short exemplar questions
4.
Write up of experimental reports

5.
Preparation of revision notes
6.
Learning relationships and facts



	Assessment

1. End of Unit Assessments -

- For a 1 credit Unit, marked out of 40, lasting 45 minutes, the pass mark is 24. 

- For a 0.5 credit Unit, marked out of 20, lasting 25 minutes, the pass mark is 12.

       (A maximum of 2 reassessments are allowed for each Unit.)

2. Experiment Reports - one per unit.  

3. Course Examination - an SQA examination marked out of 100 marks and lasting 2 hours.

Students must have passed an assessment in each Unit and successfully completed an experimental report in each Unit before a course award will be recorded on the SQA Certificate.

4. Prelim Examination - to give experiences of a longer assessment and evidence for SQA.

5. Department Assessments - on short topics to gain further evidence for SQA.



	Progression

Attainment of this course at a C Grade will lead to automatic award of Core Skills of:

1.
Critical Thinking at Higher
2.
Planning and Organising at Higher

3.
Reviewing and Evaluating at Higher
4.
Using Graphical Information at Higher

5.
Using Number at Higher

(a)
Curriculum

(i)
School:  Progression to Higher Physics which is recognised as being comparable in level of attainment when bench marked against A level and hence is an excellent award to attain before attempting to study many courses in College and University such as Physics, Engineering and some Medical Courses.  Higher Physics nationally, has one of the highest number of presentations after English and Mathematics.

(ii)
Further/Higher Education


Progression directly to College for Engineering and many other courses.

(b)
Career


A study of physics is required by many careers.  There are also many careers where a study of physics provides the required experience in computational skills.  Career paths range from architecture, electronics, engineering, medicine and all branches of Physics.

Further information is available from Mr Lillico.




	Course Title - Physics

Course Level - Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Candidates would normally be expected to have attained at least a C at Higher Physics. It is also preferable that candidates have achieved a pass in Higher Mathematics; some candidates have, however, achieved success in Advanced Higher Physics while still attempting Higher Mathematics.

Study of Advanced Higher mathematics while not compulsory would be an advantage.



	Aims of Course

The Advanced Higher course aims to build on the concepts, skills and attitudes developed at Higher Grade. It aims to provide a challenging experience for those who wish to study the subject to a greater depth and to assist students towards an understanding of the use of mathematical models and techniques for describing the behaviour of the physical world.

It also aims to provide opportunity for candidates to engage in extended research and to increase awareness of applications, and of developments at the frontiers of Physics.

 
It is a course that eases the transition from school to College and University. It can also be a stimulating course for those not progressing to a Science based course who wish to continue their studies in Physics.



	Course Content

There are four mandatory units in the course.

1. Mechanics. This extends the Knowledge and application of linear mechanics gained in Higher to rotational Motion, satellites, black holes and relativity. The physics and mathematics of oscillating systems are included.

2. Electrical Phenomena. The unit seeks to develop opportunities for introducing the student to a more theoretical basis for the description of electrical phenomena. This is an introduction to the fundamental forces of nature and compares their relative strengths.  The topics of electrostatics and electromagnetism are covered. 

3. Wave Phenomena. This seeks to develop opportunities for extending the student’s knowledge and understanding of the concepts and principles of wave phenomena. This deals with a mathematical account of waves and leads on to interference, the Doppler effect and the polarisation of waves. The unit provides an opportunity for developing the ability to apply these concepts and principles in the analysis of a wide variety of applications

4. Physics Investigation. The unit seeks to provide opportunities for the student to further develop practical investigative skills through the completion of an investigation. It also provides the opportunity for self-motivation and organisation.



	Equipment etc. used 

Students will have access to computers and computer interfaces with appropriate sensors for use in the course and the investigation.




	Homework

Students are issued with a complete set of notes that form the basis for expansion and discussion in class. 

Students will be expected to prepare for classes using these notes and to use them to review topics. They will also be expected to add personal clarification to these notes.


Students will also be expected to attempt practice problems and past paper examples on a regular basis.

The preparation for investigative work and the writing of the report will be regarded mainly as a homework task.

Work outside class will vary throughout the year but an average of at least three hours per week would be expected.



	Assessment

1. End of Unit assessments – marked out of 30 each lasting 45 minutes.  The pass mark is 18 marks.

2. Experimental Reports – 

· one per unit for units  1,2 and 3.

· submission for ‘day book’ use ‘Lab Record’ for Unit 4.

3. Investigation Report for Course

4.  Course examination - an SQA examination marked out of 100.
Students must have passed an end of unit assessment for each unit and successfully completed an experimental Report before a Course award can be gained.

5. Prelim Examination in January to give experience of a longer assessment and provide evidence for the SQA.

6. An examination in April to provide evidence of attainment over the whole course.



	Progression

Attainment of this course at C grade will lead to automatic award of Core Skills of:

1. Problem Solving

· Critical Thinking

· Planning and Organising

· Reviewing and Evaluating

2.
Numeracy 

· Using Graphical Information

· Using Number

(a)
Curriculum

Progression to the many course at College and University on Physics and all branches of engineering and medical courses.

A study of physics is required by many careers.  There are also many careers where a study of physics provides the required experience in mathematical computational skills. Career paths range from architecture, electronics, all branches of engineering, medicine and all branches of physics.

Further information can be obtained from Mr Lillico.
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	Course Title – Geography

Course Level - Higher

	Entry Qualifications

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained:

· A grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade in Geography or another Social Subject.

· An Intermediate 2 course or component units in Geography.

· A course or component units at Intermediate 2 or Higher in another Social Subject.

· An Intermediate 2 course or component units in Managing Environmental Resources.



	Aims of Course
· To understand the ways in which people interact with the environment.

· To provide a range of geographical learning experiences leading to an understanding of, interest in and concern for the environment.

· To develop progressively a range of skills in research, analysis, interpretation using maps, diagrams, statistics and where appropriate IT.




	Course Content

The course is divided into two units:

Unit 1 – Physical Environments 
- 
including Atmosphere, Hydrosphere, Biosphere and Lithosphere

              Human Environments  
-
including Population, Urban, Rural and Industrial


Also linked to this unit are specified geographical methods and techniques, which should be taught in the context of the sub-sections.


The time allocation to this unit reflects the integration of the Geographical methods and techniques within the sub-sections but it can also be used to enhance the teaching by drawing on aspects of the Applications.

Unit 2  -  Environmental Interactions  
-
Rural land Resources, 

Development and Health


In this unit, emphasis is placed on providing students with the opportunity to develop aspects of physical and human geography within specified applications and prescribed a real contexts.  Students are also required to study three applications as per topics detailed above.



	Equipment, etc. used

A range of geographical methods and techniques are included within the course (field sketches, map reading, map interpretation, data collection and analysis).  The techniques may be taught through actual fieldwork or simulated fieldwork in the classroom.



	Homework

Various homework tasks are essential to the successful completion of the course.  These may take the form of reading, note taking, completion of activities, case studies and exemplar questions.  A study book is provided and a revision CD



	Assessment

Internal end-of-topic tests: leading to the 3 UNIT awards
Unit 1 + Unit 2: Physical & Human Environments
Unit 3: Environmental Interactions
1 Physical question + GMT  (25 marks)
1 question  (25 marks)

1 Human question + GMT  (25 marks)

45 minutes for each question
45 minutes for each question

pass mark  :  50% in end of unit test
pass mark  :  50% in end of unit test

External examination: leading to the overall COURSE award
Paper 1: Physical & Human Environments
Paper 2: Environmental Interactions
4 compulsory questions, 2 physical, 2 human 
choice of 2 questions 

out of 8, 9 or 10 = 36 marks


1 physical and 1 human questions from choice of 2


7 marks each


25 marks for each question

total marks: 50
total marks: 50

exam time: 1 hour 30 minutes
exam time: 1 hour 15 minutes

Total examtime: 3 hours 5 minutes

(2 hours 45 minutes, with 20 minute break between Papers 1 and 2)

The exam grade is based on the total score from both exam Papers (/90)

Pass: 50% of paper.  C = 50%;  B = 60%;  A = 70%

NB:  Use of internal assessment as evidence for appeal purposes will only be considered if the candidate has scored at least 60% in the NAB question, despite the cut-off score of 50%.

Opportunities to resit all assessments will be available if required.

Students must achieve the required internal assessments for the component units as well as the external exam to provide a basis for grading the course award.  (A to C)

Assessment elements of Knowledge & Understanding, Evaluation and Geographical, Methods & Techniques are used.

	Progression

This course contributes to core skills award of;

-
Critical Thinking at Higher

-
Using Graphical Information at Higher

Further study - Advanced Higher will be available for those wishing to continue their studies.


Further/Higher Education - A wide range of arts and science courses accept this Higher, more information available from the head of the Department.


	Careers

A wide range of careers may be of interest using this qualification:

Ecology, Geology, Conservation, Civil Engineering, Landscape Architecture, Environmental Science, Geophysics, Cartography, Towns & Country Planning, Transport Studies, Surveying, Recreation, Tourism.

For more information
-
see the head of the Geography Department


-
go to the careers library

· call Learning Direct in Scotland on 0800 100 900.


	Course Title - 
Geography

Course Level -
Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications
While entry is at the discretion of the school particularly in the case of adult returners, students would normally be expected to have attained:

· a grade 3 or 4 at Standard Grade in Geography or another Social Subject.

· the Intermediate 1 course or component units in Geography.

· An Intermediate 1 or 2 course or component units in another Social Subject or in Managing Environmental Resources.

	Aims of Course
To understand the ways in which people interact with the environment.

To provide a range of geographical learning experiences leading to an understanding of, interest in and concern for the environment.

To develop progressively a range of skills in research, analysis, interpretation-using maps, diagrams, statistics and where appropriate IT.

	Course Content
The course comprises of 3 mandatory 40 hour units with a choice of topics within each unit.  When taken as a course the units provide opportunities to deal with both the developed and the developing world.  The choice of topics within units ensures that both physical and human geography can be studied.  The topics also offer variety which can meet the different needs of students.

Unit – Title, Length and Brief Description

Unit
Topics
Physical Environments
British Isles - landscapes

(Int 2) 40 hours


Human Environments
Global – economically more and less developed 

(Int 2) 40 hours
countries

Environmental Interactions
a.
development and health

(Int 2) 40 hours
b.
environmental hazards

	Equipment, etc. used
A range of geographical methods and techniques are included within the course (field sketches, map reading, map interpretation, data collection and analysis).  The techniques may be taught through actual fieldwork or simulated fieldwork in the classroom.

	Homework
A variety of homework activities are actively encouraged.  These may take the form of reading, note taking, completion of activities, reading newspapers, watching identified TV programmes and independent research.

	Assessment
Internal assessment will take the form of end of unit tests (after 40 hours) marked out of 25, lasting around 30 minutes.

External assessment will be a written paper which will last for 1 hour and 30 minutes with the student answering 4 questions, 2 questions worth 25 marks each and 2 work 15 marks each.

The external assessment will include 3 elements - knowledge and understanding, evaluating and geographical methods and techniques.  This will provide the basis for grading attainment (A-C).

	Progression

This course contributes to core skills award of:

Critical Thinking at Intermediate 2 and Using Graphical Information at Intermediate 2.

From the achievement of an Intermediate 2 course or units students may be able to progress to the course or units at Higher.  Alternatively, students could progress to an Intermediate 2 course or units in another social subject or to employment.

	Careers

A wide range of careers may be of interest using this qualification:

Ecology, Geology, Conservation, Civil Engineering, Landscape Architecture, Environmental Science, Geophysics, Cartography, Towns and Country Planning, Transport Studies, Surveying, Recreation, Tourism.

For more information: see the head of the Geography Department, go to the Careers Library, call Learning Direct in Scotland on 0800 100 900.




	Course Title - 
Geography

Course Level -
Intermediate 1

	Entry Qualifications

At the discretion of the school but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the following:

· Standard Grade Geography at Foundation Level (grade 5 or 6) or any other Social Subject at Standard Grade Foundation level.

· Intermediate 1 course/units in another Social Subject.

· One or more units from Access 3 level Social Subjects.

	Aims of Course

To understand the ways in which people interact with the environment.

To provide a range of geographical learning experiences leading to an understanding of, interest in and concern for the environment.

To develop progressively a range of skills in research, analysis, interpretation-using maps, diagrams, statistics and where appropriate IT.

	Course Content

The course comprises of 3 mandatory units:

1 credit - Physical Environments:
British Isles - landscapes

1 credit - Human Environments:
Global Issues

1 credit – Environmental Interactions:
Development and Health, Environmental Hazards

	Equipment, etc. used

A range of geographical methods and techniques are included within the course (field sketches, map reading, map interpretation, data collection and analysis).  The techniques may be taught through actual fieldwork or simulated fieldwork in the classroom.

	Homework

A variety of homework activities are actively encouraged.  These may take the form of reading, note taking, completion of activities, reading newspapers, watching identified TV programmes and independent research.

	Assessment

Internal assessment will take the form of end of unit tests (after 40 hours) marked out of 20, lasting around 30 minutes.

External assessment will be a written paper which will last for 1 hour and 15 minutes with the student answering 4 questions 2 worth 20 marks each and 2 worth 10 marks each.

The external assessment will include 3 elements - knowledge and understanding, evaluating and geographical methods and techniques.  This will provide the basis for grading attainment (A-C).

	Progression

This course contributes to core skills award of:

Critical Thinking at Intermediate 1 and Using Graphical Information at Intermediate 1.

Further study – Intermediate 2 will be available for those wishing to continue their studies.

Further Education - This course would support a wide range of courses found in Colleges, more information available from the head of the Geography Department.

Progression Continued

Successful completion of this course may lead to:

Intermediate 2 in Geography, History, Modern Studies, Classical Studies.

Training (VQ), Employment in Animals, Land and Environment, Construction, Hospitality, Catering and Tourism.

	Careers

A wide range of careers may be of interest using this qualification:

Ecology, Geology, Conservation, Civil Engineering, Landscape Architecture, Environmental Science, Geophysics, Cartography, Towns and Country Planning, Transport Studies, Surveying, Recreation, Tourism.

For more information: see the head of the Geography Department, go to the Careers Library, call Learning Direct in Scotland on 0800 100 900.




	Course Title - 
Geography

Course Level -
Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications
Students would normally be required to have attained a Higher Geography.

	Aims of Course
· To understand the ways in which people interact with the environment.

· To provide a range of geographical learning experiences leading to an understanding of, interest in and concern for the environment.

· To develop progressively a range of skills in research, analysis, interpretation using maps, diagrams, statistics and where appropriate IT.

	Course Content
The course consists of 3 mandatory units:

Unit 1 – 
Geographical methods and techniques: where the candidate demonstrates competence in fieldwork methods and techniques.

Unit 2 – 
The Geographical Study: the candidates are required to plan, research and study a geographical area.  Selecting appropriate techniques for analysing and evaluating.

Unit 3 – 
Geographical Issues: the candidates are required to identify different viewpoints in one geographical issue and critically analyse and evaluate the issue.

	Equipment, etc. used
A range of geographical methods and techniques is included within the course (field sketches, map reading, map interpretation, data collection and analysis).  The techniques may be taught through actual fieldwork or simulated fieldwork in the classroom.

	Homework
This course has been designed to prepare students for Further and/or Higher Education.  The student will be given guidelines and help to plan their work in consultation with their teacher.  However the nature of the course requires considerable work at home, in particular research for field study and critical evaluations, along with seminar presentations.

	Assessment
Unit 1 is externally assessed by a written paper with internal components also included.

Unit 2 is assessed by the submission of a 25 side A4 report.

Unit 3 is assessed on the production of one critical evaluation of 12 sides of A4.

These components are weighted 30: 40: 30.

	Progression
Attainment of this course at a C grade would lead to the automatic award, at Higher level Core Skills of:

Critical Thinking, Planning and Organising, Reviewing and Evaluating, Using Graphical Information

	Careers

Curriculum – Further/Higher Education: A wide range of Arts and Science courses accept this course, more information from the head of the Department.

A wide range of careers may be of interest using this qualification:

Ecology, Geology, Conservation, Civil Engineering, Landscape Architecture, Environmental Science,  Geophysics, Cartography,  Town & Country Planning, Transport Studies, Surveying, Recreation, Tourism.

For more information: see head of the Department, go to the careers library, call Learning Direct in Scotland on 0800 100 900.


	Course Title - 
History

Course Level -
Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students would normally be expected to have attained a Grade 1, or 2 at Standard Grade.  

Students who haven’t done History since Second Year will also be considered if they have Credit Grades in either Modern Studies or Geography.    Please contact Mrs McGill for advice and details.

	Aims of Course

The aims of the Higher course are to acquire knowledge and understanding of the historical themes outlined under the heading below (‘Course Content’), and to promote skills in explaining historical developments and events, evaluating sources and drawing conclusions; in other words, building on skills developed at Standard Grade.

	Course Content

Students will study 3 historical themes or ‘units’.

Unit 1: British History 1850s - 1979: how Britain became more democratic, (in particular the movement for Women’s Suffrage, and the growth of the Labour Party); how British governments tackled the problems of poverty in society, (in particular the development of the Welfare State and the National Health Service).

Unit 2: The Growth of Nationalism in Italy 1815 - 1939: how the separate states of Italy emerged as a unified kingdom by 1870: how problems after the Great War led to the emergence of Benito Mussolini as Fascist dictator; life in Fascist Italy, 1922 - 1939.

Unit 3: Appeasement and the Road to War, to 1939: how Britain and France tried to ‘appease’ dictators like Adolf Hitler rather than fight another war; why appeasement ultimately failed; why war broke out in 1939.

	Resources

The Department provides textbooks, in addition to work-guides, notes, ‘advice sheets’.

	Homework

This might take different forms: note-taking, work-guides, revision for class tests or class essays, essay writing.  On average an essay will be written at home or in class every 2 to 3 weeks, but candidates can expect a lot of help and guidance.

	Assessment

To gain the award of the course, candidates must:

(1) Pass 3 internal unit assessments set in class, relating to the 3 units outlined above.  If a candidate fails a unit assessment, he/she will be given one opportunity to resit that assessment.

(2) Pass the external exam.  The performance in the external exam will decide the grade of pass that will be awarded.

The external exam is made up as follows: Paper 1 (1 hour and 20 minutes) will assess candidates’ competence in Units 1 and 2, Paper 2 (1 hour and 30 minutes) assesses Unit 3.  In addition candidates will be required to write an ‘extended essay’ (of their own choice), but time is given to make thorough preparation for this.  They can choose an issue, or ‘title’, from any of the 3 units.  The extended essay is written in school under exam conditions but is marked by SQA markers.  It is of vital importance and is worth 30 marks (the total exam including extended essay is 100 marks).



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School



Advanced Higher is available for those who wish to continue their study of history.  The field of study is the Scottish Wars of Independence 1286 – 1329.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education



A wide range of Arts and Science courses value Higher History.  The skills of critical thinking and writing, setting out a logical report and reaching balanced conclusions are of benefit in any Further/Higher Education course.  ‘H’ History is seen as an excellent academic qualification.  Universities realise that those who pass ‘H’ History can write a detailed developed essay and this is useful for all university courses.

(b)
Career


In addition to University entrance, Higher and CSYS History are recognised as good academic qualifications for careers such as banking, insurance, civil service, law, police, indeed any occupation that requires Higher Grade qualifications.  Careers where linguistic skills are needed also recognise the excellent standard ‘H’ History requires.




	Course Title - 
History

Course Level -
Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Candidates would normally be expected to have attained a grade 3 or 4 in History or another social subject at Standard Grade.

	Aims of Course

· To acquire breadth and depth in the knowledge and understanding of historical themes.

· To develop the skills of explaining historical developments.

· To evaluate historical sources and develop the ability to draw conclusions.

	Course Content

The course comprises three units:

Historical study: Scottish and British – From The Cradle to the Grave

Historical study: European and World – The Road to War 1933-1939

Historical study: Options – In the shadow of the bomb – The Cold War

	Resources

The course is taught using a wide range of texts, work pamphlets and audio-visual resources.  Emphasis is given to the interpretation and analysis of primary source evidence within the written materials.

	Homework

Homework is given on a regular basis and pupils will be expected to take responsibility for their learning.  This will involve reading to develop knowledge and understanding and questions to reinforce the skills of enquiry and evaluation.  Pupils will also be expected to research the Extended Response Essay outwith class time and prepare the Essay Plan in and out of class.

	Assessment

Internal Assessment will consist of Nab’s for each unit.  These must be successfully completed to ensure progression through the course.  These assessments consist of Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills questions, which correspond to the course Learning Outcomes.

External Assessment takes two forms:

An Extended Response consisting of an essay of the student’s choice from the taught courses.  This will be written under exam conditions in school.

A question paper of 1hour 45 minutes.  This consists of a Short Essay and source-based questions on the three taught courses.

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


(i)
School: This course is a pathway for students who wish to continue the study of History to Higher level and beyond.

(b)
Career


A qualification in History will be most useful to a student seeking a career in areas such as the Civil Service, Librarianship, Banking or any career in Administration.


	Course Title - 
History

Course Level -
Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Candidates would normally be expected to have attained an A, or B at Higher Grade History.  Candidates achieving a B or A in another social subject may be considered.  Please see Mrs McGill.

	Aims of Course

The course gives those candidates who wish to do so the opportunity to continue with the study of history at a more advanced level.  In addition to using a wide range of primary and secondary sources, candidates will also research, prepare and present a dissertation on a historical issue relating to the course content outlined below.

	Course Content

Candidates will study Scottish Independence 1286 - 1328.  This involves study of Anglo-Scottish relations between these years, with detailed study of the period following the death of Alexander III in 1286, and in particular the careers of William Wallace and Robert the Bruce, and their struggles against Edward I and Edward II.

	Resources

The Department has gradually built up an extensive range of texts, reference works and photocopied articles.

	Homework

There is a greater emphasis on student responsibility for their own learning, but experience suggests much supervision is still required.  The biggest exercise is the preparation and writing of a 4,000-word dissertation.

	Assessment: External  Exam

There will be a single 3 hour paper.  In Part I of this paper, candidates will write 2 essays. In Part II, candidates will be expected to show competence in handling source materials both contemporary and secondary.

The dissertation, like the exam, is marked externally.  Awards are made on a scale of A to E.

	Progression

(a)



Further/Higher Education


Some Universities may specify attainment of a particular grade in Advanced Higher as an entrance

       requirement.

(b)
Career


In addition to University entrance, Higher and Advanced Higher are recognised as good academic qualifications for careers in banking, insurance, civil service, law, police, indeed any occupation that requires Higher grade qualifications.




	Course Title - Modern Studies



Course Level - Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students should have attained a grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade for entry in S5.

For entry in S6 students should have attained either;

· a grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade or

· a record of success in ‘Higher’ Grade in other subjects, especially English or

· Intermediate 2 (Grade A)

	Aims of Course

· to develop an understanding of social and political processes by studying issues from within the UK and the wider world to enhance skills by analysing complex data, sustaining a coherent argument, evaluating evidence, and participating in debate and discussion.

· to encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning. 

	Course Content

Unit 1- Political Issues in the UK.

· Decision making in central government.

· The electoral system, voting and political attitudes.

Unit 2 - Social issues in the UK

· Wealth and Health Inequalities in the UK

Unit 3 - International issues

· The Republic of South Africa

· The United States of America

	Equipment, etc. used

Textbooks, video, newspapers, computers and sources of evidence will be used.  Students will be given the opportunity to take part in conferences with students from other schools and to take part in fieldwork, for example, analysis of elections.

	Homework

Students are expected to keep up to date with current issues by use of the media and follow a regular revision programme as well as completing regular specific assignments.

	Assessment

Unit assessments
-
each unit will have an internal assessment.  These will be centrally moderated.

End of Course
-
an external exam will take place late May/early June.


To achieve a certificated course pass at ‘Higher’ the student must pass each unit assessment and the external course exam.


	Progression

a)
Curriculum


(i)
School:  Advanced Higher


(ii)
Further/Higher Education: a wide range of courses accept ‘Higher’ Modern Studies.

b)
Career

Careers which involve dealing with people are especially suitable e.g. the law, local government, the police, journalism, the Civil Service, and business management.


	Course Title - 
Modern Studies

Course Level -
Intermediate 2

	Entry Qualifications

Students should have attained a grade 3 or 4 in Standard Grade Modern Studies for entry in S5.

For entry in S6 students should have attained either:

· a grade 3 or 4 in Standard Grade Modern Studies or

· a record of success in Intermediate 2 in other subjects especially English.

	Aims of Course

· to develop knowledge and understanding of present day political, social and international issues.

· to develop skills of evaluating and investigating.

· to encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning.

	Course Content

Unit 1 - Political Issues in the United Kingdom
· Government and Decision making in Central Government

Unit 2 – Equality in Society

Crime and the Law in Society

Unit 3 - International Issues

South Africa

	Equipment, etc. used

Newspapers, magazines, current affairs and educational TV programmes will be used.  Use of the local community will be an essential part of the course, including a visit to the High Court

	Homework

Students are expected to keep up-to-date with current issues by use of the media and follow a regular revision programme as well as completing specific assignments.

	Assessment

Unit Assessments - each unit will have an internal assessment.  These will be centrally moderated.

End of Course exam - an external exam will take place in May/early June.

To gain the award of the course all the unit assessments as well as the external assessment must be passed.

	Progression

(a)
Curriculum

(i) School



· Higher Modern Studies

· units in Higher Modern Studies

· Intermediate 2 in another social subject.


(ii)
Further/Higher Education

· a wide range of courses accept the award for general or specialist entry purposes.

(b)
Career

Careers which involve dealing with people are especially suitable e.g. the law, local government, police, journalism, Civil Service and business management.


	Course Title - 
Modern Studies

Course Level -
Advanced Higher

	Entry Qualifications

Students must have a record of success at ‘Higher’.

	Aims of Course

· to develop an understanding of criminology
· to enhance skills of analysing complex data, sustaining a coherent argument, evaluating evidence and debating
· to encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning

	Course Content

Research methods – social issues UK
Law and Order in the UK

	Equipment, etc. used

Textbooks, video, newspapers and other sources of evidence will be used.  Students will be given the opportunity to take part in conferences with students from other schools and to take part in fieldwork, for example, by visiting High Court, a Prison etc..

	Homework

Students are expected to keep up to date with current issues by use of the media and follow a regular revision programme as well as completing regular specific assignments.



	Assessment

Internal – Unit Assessments

External - Assessment is in 2 parts:

· a dissertation on a topic relevant to Modern Studies - externally assessed.

· an external exam.



	Progression

(a)
Curriculum


Further/Higher Education:


A wide range of courses accept Advanced Higher Modern Studies.

(b)
Career


Careers which involve dealing with people are especially suitable e.g. Criminology, the law, local government, police, journalism, Civil Service, and business management.
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There is a higher that is available but not part of the school based learning programme. This Higher is taught at Carnegie College. 

The draft programme of Highers available at Carnegie College is:

· Higher Psychology

For more detailed information with regard to any of these options please speak to 

Mr Billington.

These courses will take place at Carnegie College on a Tuesday afternoon. As with the normal higher courses the above courses will begin in June and continue throughout the following session until the examination diet in May 2011.

Because these courses are based one afternoon per week at Carnegie College it must be remembered that the remainder of the course has to be delivered via distance learning and that students embarking on these courses must realise that there is considerable extra study time required over and above the one afternoon at Carnegie College. Pupils enrolling in these courses will have chosen them from column 1 and therefore the periods designated to a column 1 choice can be used and are recommended to be used as study time for the particular higher you have chosen.  Pupils will be allocated a study classroom.

Attendance at Carnegie College for the delivery of your chosen course is mandatory for the successful completion of the course. All courses will continue to run during the Preliminary Examination period and all pupils are reminded that unless they have an examination on the day their course runs, they should attend. The College cannot suspend their courses for Preliminary Examinations as different schools have their examinations at different times and suspension of courses during this period would lead to too long a period of suspension jeopardising completion of course work.
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